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Week Ending Friday, July 25, 1986 


POW’s and MIA’s 





Radio Address to the Nation. July 19, 1986 





My fellow Americans: 

At this moment, just two blocks from the 
White House, more than 1,000 relatives of 
the men still missing from the Vietnam war 
are gathered for the 17th annual meeting of 
the National League of Families. Like the 
story of their loved ones in Vietnam, their 
story, too, is one of heroism. 

Only a few short years ago, there was 
little interest and less hope here in Wash- 
ington about the POW/MIA issue. The 
matter was given little priority by the intel- 
ligence community. The national media fea- 
tured only occasional reports, and there 
were no international negotiations. The 
Governments of Vietnam and Laos believed 
America was no longer really interested in 
her lost sons. 

All of this now has dramatically changed. 
Today our intelligence is far better than it 
was in the past. The media, the govern- 
ment, and all of America are concerned. 
And today we’re engaged in negotiations 
with both Vietnam and Laos—negotiations 
that have helped return more of our men 
to their families than at any time since the 
end of the war. These men died in battle 
for their country, and it’s only right and 
fitting that they finally rest now in the 
Nation they loved so dearly and for which 
they so willingly sacrificed. 

So, there have been steps foward, but this 
doesn’t mean that there still isn’t need for 
more progress, much more progress. In 
Laos our joint crash-site evacuations are 
bringing results, but many questions still 
remain. I’m glad to report that the Lao 
Government has pledged to answer these 
questions, and I look forward to an improv- 
ing relationship and the acceleration of our 
joint efforts. 

I also want to express appreciation for the 
increasing cooperation of the Government 
of Vietnam in the humanitarian quest. 


Other differences must not be allowed to 
interfere in our effort to resolve this issue. 
We must continue to go forward. It’s the 
only responsible path, and it is in the inter- 
est of both our peoples. 

There are a number of people to thank 
for what has been accomplished. Believe 
me, we could not have come this far with- 
out the critical bipartisan support of our 
friends in Congress. The Senate Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee has held difficult hear- 
ings to pursue whether a factual basis exists 
for many of the public claims about our 
missing men. The Asian and Pacific Affairs 
Subcommittee of the House of Representa- 
tives has played a most responsible role, as 
have other longtime advocates of this issue 
in both Houses. 

There are others who also need to be 
thanked. And so, to our national veterans 
organizations and especially our Vietnam 
veterans, I want to extend my gratitude for 
your support of this administration’s efforts 
and those of the National League of Fami- 
lies. And to all the others in this administra- 
tion, including the many Vietnam veterans 
and returned POW’s interviewing in the 
refugee camps in Southeast Asia, those in 
the identification lab in Hawaii, in the De- 
fense Intelligence Agency in Washington, 
and across the negotiating table in Hanoi, 
you have my profound thanks for undertak- 
ing and staying with this most exacting and 
difficult task. 

But finally, there is that one group that 
deserves our thanks most of all—the real 
heroes in this: the fathers and mothers, the 
wives, the sons and daughters, and other 
relatives of our POW’s and MIA’s. They 
never gave up. They never stopped loving. 
And on behalf of every American, I want to 
promise each of them today: We mean to 
end your heartache and uncertainty. We 
will vigorously pursue the answers you seek 
and deserve. We will apply every resource 
we can to achieve the fullest possible ac- 
counting of your relatives still missing in 
Southeast Asia. 
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This is, of course, a difficult and emotion- 
al issue. It’s no secret there are those who 
want to promise easy solutions or even ex- 
ploit this issue for selfish reasons. But we 
have made progress. And the truth is we 
will continue to make progress as long as 
we stick with the facts and keep faith with 
each other and demonstrate the unity of 
purpose so fundamental to our cause. All 
Americans, after all, have a common goal in 
this endeavor: Freedom for any prisoner 
who may still be held in Southeast Asia and 
justice for all of the families who’ve worked 
so long to resolve the fate of our POW’s and 
MIA’s in Vietnam. They were our loved 
ones and our fellow Americans; and they 
were, I’m certain time will tell, part of a 
noble cause and history’s heroes. 

Until next week, thanks for listening, and 
God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. 
from the Oval Office at the White House. 


Captive Nations Week 





Remarks on Signing Proclamation 5512. 
July 21, 1986 





The President. Well, thank you, and wel- 
come you to the White House. It’s kind of 
important, too, that we’re in this particular 
room—the Roosevelt Room. You know, 
once upon a time, the President and all his 
offices—when he’s welcomed you to the 
White House, you were in the White House. 
And then, it was told to me, the history has 
it, that Mrs. Roosevelt said to President 
Roosevelt one day, “If I’m going to raise six 
kids, you’re going to get your people out of 
the White House.” [Laughter] So, here we 
are in the West Wing. 

Well, a special thanks to those Members 
of Congress who are with us here and dem- 
onstrating their continued support of Cap- 
tive Nations Week. A couple of weeks ago, 
we had a celebration up in New York, and 
you probably heard about it. And through- 
out the width and breadth of our country, 
we had that celebration. It was quite a 
party. But there was more to that joyous 
occasion than dazzling fireworks, spectacu- 
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lar entertainment, and flag-waving pageant- 
ry. 
As we emphasized over the Liberty 
Weekend,! our country’s made up of 
people who came here from nearly every 
corner of the Earth to better themselves 
and to be made free. And thus, there’s a 
spiritual bond between the citizens of our 
country and all people everywhere who 
yearn for freedom. 

When we approach our dealings with 
Communist governments and the govern- 
ments of other countries where freedom is 
under assault, we do so knowing that we 
have a special responsibility. We must not 
only be mindful to our own interests, but 
we must also keep faith with those millions 
of souls who live under oppression. 

And I’m proud that, during these last 5% 
years, we’ve kept faith with the people of 
the captive nations. To be true to ourselves, 
we must remain true to them. So many who 
live under communism see us as their only 
hope. This is the case even though there 
are governments that portray the United 
States as a horrible place. There’s a story of 
a dissident who, when he was sentenced to 
a labor camp in one of those countries, 
complained to the judge that his sentence 
was too light. He said, “If the United States 
is as bad as you say it is, send me there.” 
[Laughter] 

Seriously though, I’ve received letters 
from desperate people pleading for us to be 
firm in our resolve. I had a special guest, 
Anatoly Shcharansky, who was here. And 
he’d been a prisoner, as you know, of the 
Gulag. And he told me how word of things 
that we say here in America spread from 
prisoner to prisoner. I wish that it would be 
possible to relate to all our people every- 
thing that he told in the line of stories. 

I can tell you one little story here. Some- 
time ago I received a letter. It was smug- 
gled out of the Soviet Union. Ten women 
incarcerated in a labor camp there, and 
they managed to get this letter out. And it 
was delivered to me in a kind of a presenta- 
tion, so I couldn’t bring the original letter 
in here. But I was very carefully—that, I 


1 Activities commemorating the centenni- 


al of the Statue of Liberty and Independ- 
ence Day. 
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cut as a pattern, is the size of the entire 
letter, written and signed by ten women 
prisoners, so tiny that you know that noth- 
ing but a strong magnifying glass could 
allow someone to interpret the Russian 
writing into English. But it was telling me 
that we are still the only hope of people 
like themselves. And then it was accompa- 
nied by a little larger piece of paper, about 
the same width but about that high, which 
contained the record of the hunger strikes 
that all ten had been on in that labor camp 
as measures of protest. 

Well, I don’t suggest that it’s impossible 
to improve relations with the Soviet Union 
or the other Communist regimes. Progress 
was made that we can build on when I met 
General Secretary Gorbachev in Geneva. 
But, however, wishful thinking is not the 
way to a better world. Meaningful progress 
can be realized by facing our differences, 
not glossing them over. Human rights and 
humanitarian issues cannot be ignored or 
trivialized. We care about those people, 
those separated families, who are now bru- 
tally cut off from contact with wives or hus- 
bands and relatives. We share their suffer- 
ing, and we will not forget them or ignore 
their plight. 

I believe the Soviet Union wants better 
relations. Well, let’s begin, then, by loosen- 
ing restrictions on travel and personal con- 
tacts between our peoples. And in Geneva 
we talked about that. It’s time to see the 
followthrough, to see deeds now, not words. 
Opening up immigration and travel would 
be demonstrable progress with little cost 
and little risk. Our goal is not just to live in 
peace with the Soviet Union, but that all 
mankind live in freedom. And peace is an 
outgrowth of freedom. 

Until all peoples are free to travel and 
speak with each other, it behooves us to 
keep Radio Free Europe, Radio Liberty, 
Radio Marti, and Voice of America broad- 
casting the truth to those who are denied it. 
Until freedom is no longer threatened by a 
massive military buildup, as has been hap- 
pening in the Soviet Union since the early 
1970’s, we must remain vigilant and pre- 
pared. Until the Soviets stop trying, through 
force of arms, to turn Afghanistan, Nicara- 
gua, Angola, and other Third World coun- 
tries into colonies of their empire, we'll con- 
tinue to support freedom fighters who are 


struggling for their independence. Until the 
people of the Baltic States and Eastern 
Europe are free to choose their own system 
of government, we will continue to speak 
up for their rights and champion their 
cause. That’s what Captive Nations Week is 
all about. 

During the last decade, nations like Viet- 
nam and Cambodia were added to the list 
of captive nations; which included Romania, 
Poland, and the Ukraine. One of the accom- 
plishments of which I’m most proud is that 
during our term here there have been no 
new captive nations. [Applause] Thank you. 
In fact, we brought one small country, Gre- 
nada, back into the family of free people. 
There aren’t any signs down there about 
“Yankee, go home.” I’ve been there and 
seen. 

But in July of 1959 the United States 
Congress, by joint resolution, authorized the 


-President and future Presidents to declare 


this, the third week in July, as Captive Na- 
tions Week. And we have with us today the 
individual who conceived the idea, then 
spearheaded the drive to make Captive Na- 
tions Week a reality. He’s been a distin- 
guished professor at Georgetown. He’s done 
a tremendous job as our Ambassador to the 
Bahamas for the past few years. And last 
but not least, he’s the father of my national 
security adviser on Eastern Europe. Now, 
that’s what I call service above and beyond 
the call of duty. [Laughter] 

But I’m going to ask him to join me here 
as I sign this year’s proclamation here. And 
would Ambassador Zimmerman and would 
the Members of the Congress kind of 
gather around here, because everybody had 
a part in this. 

[At this point, the President signed the 
proclamation. | 


This is now Captive Nations Week. 


Reporter. Mr. President, are you commit- 
ted to appointing a black to be our Ambas- 
sador to South Africa? 

The President. The man that I will name 
will be the best one available for the job, 
and I’m not going to look at what color—— 


Note: The President spoke at 11:32 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 
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Captive Nations Week, 1986 





Proclamation 5512. July 21, 1986 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


America, built on a firm belief in the dig- 
nity and rights of all the members of the 
human race, continues to hold up that mes- 
sage to the world. Included in that message 
is unwavering opposition to all forms of op- 
pression and despotism. Freedom is not di- 
visible. To maintain it for ourselves, we 
must pursue it for others. As President Roo- 
sevelt declared in 1941, “we look forward 
to a world founded upon four essential free- 
doms. The first is freedom of speech and 
expression—everywhere in the world. The 
second is the freedom of every person to 
worship in his own way—everywhere in the 
world. The third is freedom from 
want ... everywhere in the world. The 
fourth is freedom from fear . . . anywhere 
in the world.” 

This vision of the future has been a 
beacon of hope and guidance both for those 
individuals who seek refuge here and for 
those nations whose aspirations for self-de- 
termination have been crushed by the 
Soviet empire. Deprived of basic human 
rights, their peoples are the victims of ruth- 
less regimes run according to totalitarian 
ideologies. These are the nations held cap- 
tive by forces hostile to freedom, independ- 
ence, and national self-determination. These 
captive nations include those of Eastern 
Europe that have known foreign occupation 
and communist tyranny for decades; those 
struggling to throw off communist domina- 
tion in Latin America; and the people of 
Afghanistan, Southeast Asia, and Africa 
struggling against foreign invasion, military 
occupation, and communist oppression. 

Each year we renew our resolve to sup- 
port the struggle for freedom throughout 
the world by observing Captive Nations 
Week. It is a week in which all Americans 
are asked to remember that the liberties 
and freedoms that they enjoy are denied to 
many peoples. With this observance, we 
hope to inspire those who struggle against 
military occupation, political oppression, 
communist expansion, and totalitarian bru- 
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tality. We hope to inspire, but we also seek 
inspiration. Because the history of liberty is 
a history of resistance, we learn from those 
who live where the struggle is most urgent. 
Purified by resistance, they show us the 
path to a renewed commitment to preserve 
our own liberties and to give our support 
and encouragement to those who struggle 
for freedom. 

To pursue that struggle, and to honor 
those who are with us in that battle, the 
Congress, by joint resolution approved July 
17, 1959 (73 Stat. 212), has authorized and 
requested the President to issue a procla- 
mation designating the third week in July of 
each year as “Captive Nations Week.” 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning July 
20, 1986, as Captive Nations Week. I invite 
the people of the United States to observe 
this week with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities to reaffirm their dedication to the 
international principles of justice, freedom, 
and national self-determination. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-first day of July, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and eleventh. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:11 a.m., July 22, 1986) 


South Korea-U.S. Trade Policy 





Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs. July 21, 1986 





We are pleased to announce the success- 
ful conclusion of two trade policy actions, 
initiated by the President last fall, aimed at 
securing open markets for U.S. firms. Reso- 
lution of the two actions admits U.S. firms 
to the $5 billion Korean insurance market 
and provides comprehensive protection of 
foreign patents, copyrights, and trademarks 
in Korea. 
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The President emphasized in his trade 
policy action plan in September 1985 that 
he would move vigorously to improve con- 
ditions for U.S. firms in individual foreign 
markets. Last fall he used his authority 
under section 301 of the 1974 Trade Act to 
initiate investigations of access to the 
Korean insurance market and of intellectual 
property protection in Korea. 

The outcome of the insurance investiga- 
tion enables U.S. insurance firms to under- 
write both life and nonlife insurance in 
Korea. Korean insurance authorities have 
told us that they will be prepared in the 
weeks ahead to receive license applications 
and to provide all necessary information on 
the technical requirements. 


On intellectual property protection, the 
Korean Government will take a number of 
steps: 


1. It intends to present to the National 
Assembly comprehensive copyright bills 
that will include coverage of traditional lit- 
erary works, sound recordings, and comput- 
er software. The Korean Government also 
intends to take steps to join the Universal 
Copyright Convention and the Geneva 
Phonograms Convention next year. 

2. The Korean Government intends to 
present to the legislature a bill to amend 
the patent law. The bill will provide cover- 
age for chemical and pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts and for new uses of these products. 

3. On trademarks, the Korean Govern- 
ment has removed requirements for tech- 
nology -inducement as a condition for ac- 
cepting applications for trademark licenses. 
The Korean authorities also have repealed 
export requirements on goods covered by 
trademark licenses and have lifted restric- 
tions on royalty terms in licenses. 

The U.S. and Korean Governments have 
agreed to establish consultative mechanisms 
to discuss matters related to both these 
issues. 

Opening foreign markets for U.S. firms in 
the services sector and universal protection 
of intellectual property rights are major 
U.S. goals for the forthcoming new round of 
multilateral trade negotiations. These are 
also significant objectives of our current 
consultations with individual countries 


under our Generalized System of Prefer- 
ences for developing countries. 


Note: Edward P. Djerejian, Special Assistant 
to the President and Deputy Press Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs, read the statement to 
reporters assembled in the Briefing Room at 
the White House during the daily press 
briefing, which began at 12:15 p.m. . 


Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation 





Appointment of Three Members, and 
Designation of Vice Chairman. 
July 22, 1986 





The President today appointed the fol- 
lowing individuals to be members of the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation: 


Robert O. Johns, of California, for term expiring 
June 10, 1990. This is a reappointment. The 
President has also redesignated him as Vice 
Chairman. Mr. Johns has been a member and 
Vice Chairman of this Council since September 
1982. 


Mina E. Wright, of the District of Columbia, for 
a term expiring June 10, 1990. She succeeds 
Thomas B. Muths. Ms. Wright is currently 
project director, Project RESTORE in Los An- 
geles; and, previously, she was Director, Pres- 
ervation Office, the White House, 1983-June 
1986. Ms. Wright graduated from the George 
Washington University (B.A., 1983). She is 
single and resides in Arcadia, CA. Ms. Wright 
was born April 14, 1961, in Baltimore, MD. 

Johnathan S. Miller, Deputy Assistant to the 
President for Administration (Director of the 
Office of Administration). He succeeds Christo- 
pher Hicks. 


Israel-Morocco Talks 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President on the Meeting 
Between Prime Minister Shimon Peres of 
Israel and King Hassan II of Morocco. 
July 22, 1986 





We welcome this meeting between King 
Hassan and Prime Minister Peres. It sym- 
bolizes the change that has occurred in the 
Middle East and cfeates a context which 
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can enhance the peace process. We have 
always urged direct contact between the 
Arabs and the Israelis as an essential step in 
the dialog leading to peace. The U.S. was 
aware of this meeting, but we regard it as a 
Moroccan-Israeli_ initiative, which we 
strongly welcome. 

The Syrian decision to break relations 
with Morocco is a negative step which flies 
into the face of the changing political envi- 
ronment in the Middle East. 


Noie: Larry M. Speakes, Principal Deputy 
Press Secretary to the President, read the 
statement to reporters assembled in the 
Briefing Room at the White House during 
his daily press briefing, which began at 
9:23 a.m. 


Future Farmers of America 





Remarks to State Delegations and Chapter 
Presidents. July 22, 1986 





The President. Thanks very much, and 
welcome to the White House. I don’t sup- 
pose I should tell you now—you know, this 
was all supposed to take place in the Rose 
Garden, but with the clouds overhead we 
couldn’t quite see you all sitting out there 
in the rain if that should happen. But, now, 
wouldn’t you know that as long as we 
changed it inside—you’re probably more 
comfortable here because it’s warm outside. 
[Laughter] But just as soon as we moved it 
in—just when I came out of the White 
House over there to cross the street—the 
Sun came out. [Laughter] 

Well, a warm welcome to your national 
president, Rick Malir, to your other national 
officers, and to John Kelley ! of Chevrolet, 
the company that has done so much to 
make your visit to Washington possible. 
And by the way, I thought you might like 
to know that we have somebody here at the 
White House who has a place in his heart 
for the FFA. You see, my Special Assistant 
for Legislative Affairs, Fred McClure of 


1 Marketing manager, Chevrolet truck di- 
vision, General Motors Corp. 
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Texas, used to be an FFA State president 
and national officer. 

Well, this is the sixth time in 6 years that 
I’ve spoken here at the White House to a 
gathering of the Future Farmers of Amer- 
ica. It’s something I make a point of, be- 
cause there’s no finer organization in the 
country than the FFA, and I’m sure you 
agree. 

America is grateful for its farmers; they’re 
the best in the world. It’s true that lately 
farmers have had a long run of just plain 
bad luck: embargoes during the last admin- 
istration; inflation; and now, in one part of 
our country, a great drought. Believe me, 
our administration, under the fine guidance 
of Secretary Lyng, is committed to seeing 
farmers through. We’re spending more on 
farming than ever before. Indeed, aid to 
farming has risen faster than defense spend- 
ing. 
Already, the future is beginning to look 
up. Interest rates are down, easing the 
terms that farmers have to pay to get in the 
spring planting or purchase new livestock 
or equipment. And with the tax reform now 
under consideration in the Congress, we'll 
be limiting the ability of those who make 
their money someplace else to take advan- 
tage of agriculture by using it as a tax 
dodge. In other words, we'll be giving farm- 
ing back to farmers. So, while times may be 
tough, the future for American farmers— 
your future—I think, looks bright. 

Now, there’s nothing I enjoy more than a 
little country humor. One of the great 
things about having you here is that I get to 
tell a farm joke. [Laughter] Now, first I 
need a setting, but—Rick, you’re from 
Kansas, right? 

Mr. Malir. You bet. 

The President. Okay. This takes place in 
Kansas. [Laughter] There was an old Kansas 
farmer there. He had a piece of creekbot- 
tom land that had never been developed at 
all—it was all rocks and brush and all 
messed up. And he started in on it, clearing 
it—the underbrush, and hauling away the 
rocks, then cultivating the soil there. And 
he planted a garden—everything from 
vegetables on to corn, and it really became 
a gardenspot. And he was pretty proud of 
what he’d done. So, one Sunday morning in 
church after the service he asked the 
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par if he wouldn’t stop by to have a 
look. 

Well, the preacher arrived. And he took 
one look and he said, “Oh, this is wonder- 
ful.” He said, “These are the biggest toma- 
toes I’ve ever seen. Praise the Lord.” And 
he said, “Those green beans, that squash, 
those melons.” He said, “The Lord really 
has blessed this place. And look at the 
height of that corn.” He said, “God has 
really been good.” 

And the old boy was listening to all this, 
and he was getting more and more fidgety 
and finally he blurted out, “Reverend, I 
wish you could have seen it when the Lord 
was doing it by himself.” [Laughter] 

I’ve always liked that joke because it 
makes a good point: God did give us this 
great and good land, but it’s up to us to 
make it flourish and to preserve its free- 
dom, to see it grow, and to keep it a nation 
of greatness. Soon my generation will pass 
that task on to you, and I wondered for 
awhile about what I might say to you as you 
prepare to become America’s leaders. Then 
it occurred to me that there could be no 
better way to give you hope for the future 
than to speak to you for a moment about 
the past. In particular, the part of the 
American story that I’ve witnessed in my 
own lifetime. 

When I was. about your age, if you can 
take your minds back that far—{laughter]|— 
America was in the midst of a Great De- 
pression. And really—that Great Depres- 
sion—you had to experience it to know how 
unusual, how unique it was. Things we’ve 
called recessions in recent years were 
booming prosperity compared to that par- 
ticular thing that happened in our country. 
In fact, the unemployment rate had risen to 
just about a quarter of the work force—a 
fourth of all Americans were out of work. 

I was—about that time—was working my 
way through college. I had a summer job 
every summer as a lifeguard. And there 
wasn’t any complaining about working con- 
ditions. I was the only lifeguard at that par- 
ticular beach—a beach on a river, and I 
worked 7 days a week. And you worked 
from morning until whenever the swim- 
mers got tired of swimming at night. And I 
had not one thought about complaining—I 
had a job. But one of the better jobs I had 
was during the school year on the campus. I 


washed dishes in the girls dormitory. 
[Laughter] But, I was very lucky because all 
around me, friends and their parents were 
out of work. If there ever was a time to 
believe America’s future was grim, it was 
then. Believe it or not the Government had 
radio announcements—no television at that 
time—on the air regularly, telling people: 
“Don’t leave home looking for work. There 
are no jobs.” 

But here we are just a half a century 
later, with the American people enjoying a 
standard of living undreamed of during the 
thirties or even during the boom years of 
the twenties before the Great Crash. In 
these 50 years, employment in America has 
risen by tens of millions; real, disposable 
income per person has gone up by over 200 
percent; and life expectancy has increased 
by more than 14 years. You know, I’ve al- 
ready lived some 20 years longer than my 
life expectancy when I was born, and that’s 
been a source of annoyance to a number of 
people. [Laughter] 

And just think of all we take for granted 
today that we didn’t even use to—well, it 
didn’t even use to exist—things like televi- 
sion and computers and space flights. You 
may not believe it, but you’re looking at a 
fellow who can actually remember what a 
thrill it was listening and waiting for the 
word to hear that Charles Lindbergh had 
landed safely in France—the first individual 
to ever fly across the Atlantic Ocean. Now, 
that same fellow also happens to remember 
what it was like to gather around the televi- 
sion a little later and watch the first Ameri- 
cans walk on the Moon. Imagine it—in a 
single lifetime—from Charles Lindbergh in 
that solo flight across the Atlantic to Moon 
landings. And they wonder why I’m an op- 
timist. 

Well, what about your generation? I’m 
convinced that you’re on the verge of a 
new age. Today freedom is on the march 
throughout the world. Just a decade ago, for 
example, there were very few democracies 
in Latin America. Now 90 percent of the 
people in Latin America live in democra- 
cies or countries that are moving swiftly 
into that situation. Peace itself is moving to 
a surer footing, especially with the research 
on our Strategic Defense Initiative, SDI, as 
it’s referred to. Washington is very big on 
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initials. A defense system, SDI is, that may 
soon be able to protect our nation and our 
allies from ballistic missiles, just as a roof 
protects us from the rain. And our economy 
is growing as America leads the world in a 
technological revolution—a revolution rang- 
ing from tiny microchips to voyages 
through the outer reaches of the solar 
system, from home computers to agricultur- 
al breakthroughs like new disease-resistant 
crops. 

And all of this awaits you. Of course you'll 
face challenges; so must each generation as 
it comes of age. But you need only be true 
to the values that made this nation great, 
and they were very simple—faith and 
family, hard work, and freedom—and you, 
too, will know greatness. 

Well, it’s time for me to do what the little 
girl who wrote me a letter after I got this 
job told me to do. She told me all the prob- 
lems that I had solved, and she had them 
down pretty good to what they were. And 
then she wound up with a P.S. that said, 
“Now get back to the Oval Office and get 
to work.” [Laughter] So, if you have any 
suggestions for next year’s farm joke, let me 
know. [Laughter] I try not to repeat. But in 
the meantime, again, it’s great to have all of 
you here. 

Thank you all, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:34 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. 


Department of State 





Nomination of James Edward Nolan, Jr., To 
Be Director of the Office of Foreign 
Missions. July 22, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate James Edward Nolan, Jr., 
to be Director of the Office of Foreign Mis- 
sions with the rank of Ambassador. This is a 
new position. 

Since 1983 Mr. Nolan has been serving in 
the position of Director of the Office of 
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Foreign Missions at the U.S. Department of 
State. Previously, he was with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation where he served as 
Deputy Assistant Director (Operations), In- 
telligence Division, 1980-1983; Chief of 
operational section for counterintelligence 
activities, 1978-1980; special assistant to As- 
sistant Director, Intelligence Division, 1977; 
and prior to 1977, he held a variety of posi- 
tions in the area of Soviet counterintelli- 
gence. 

Mr. Nolan graduated from Catholic Uni- 
versity (B.A., 1955). He is single, resides in 
Bethesda, MD, and he was born December 
2, 1931, in Washington, DC. 


Agency for International Development 





Nomination of Thomas R. Blank To Be an 
Assistant Administrator, Bureau for 
External Affairs. July 22, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Thomas R. Blank to be an 
Assistant Administrator of the Agency for 
International Development (External Af- 
fairs). He would succeed Cathryn C. Se- 
merad. 

Since December 1983 Mr. Blank has been 
director of external affairs, Rollins Environ- 
mental Services, Inc. Previously, he was As- 
sociate Director of Public Affairs, U.S. 
Agency for International Development, 
July-December 1983; Acting Director of 
Public Affairs, U.S. Department of Trans- 
portation, January-July 1983; special assist- 
ant to the Director of Public Affairs, staff of 
U.S. Secretary of Transportation, 1981- 
1983; and administrative assistant to U.S. 
Representative Robert S. Walker (R-PA), 
1979-1981. 

Mr. Blank graduated from Wake Forest 
University (B.A., 1974). He is married, has 
two children, and resides in New Castle, 
DE. Mr. Blank was born June 20, 1952, in 
Lancaster, PA. 
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Federal National Mortgage Association 





Appointment of Al Cardenas To Be a 
Member of the Board of Directors. 
July 22, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Al Cardenas to be a 
member of the Board of Directors of the 
Federal National Mortgage Association for a 
term ending on the date of the annual 
meeting of the stockholders in 1987. This is 
a reappointment. 

Mr. Cardenas is a partner with the law 
firm of Broad and Cassel in Miami, FL. Pre- 
viously he was Chairman of the Presidential 
Advisory Committee on Small and Minority 
Business Ownership. 

He graduated from Florida Atlantic Uni- 
versity (B.A., 1969) and Seton Hall Universi- 
ty (J.D. 1974). Mr. Cardenas is married, has 
four children, and resides in Miami, FL. He 
was born January 3, 1948, in Havana, Cuba. 


National Council on the Humanities 





Nomination of Robert Hollander To Be a 
Member. July 22, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Robert Hollander to be a 
member of the National Council on the Hu- 
manities, for a term expiring January 26, 
1992. He would succeed Roland Paul Dille. 

Since 1962 Dr. Hollander has been affili- 
ated with Princeton University where he 
began as a lecturer and then became an 
associate professor in European literature, 
department of Romance languages in 1967. 
He was promoted to full professor in Euro- 
pean literature in 1974, and since 1975 he 
has held the joint appointment of professor 
in comparative literature and Romance lan- 
guages and literatures. 

Dr. Hollander graduated from Princeton 
University (A.B., 1955) and Columbia Uni- 
versity (Ph.D., 1962). He is married, has two 
children, and resides in Hopewell, NJ. Dr. 
Hollander was born July 31, 1933, in New 
York City. 


President’s Commission on White 
House Fellowships 





Appointment of Thomas C. Dawson as a 
Member. July 22, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Thomas C. Dawson to be a 
member of the President’s Commission on 
White House Fellowships. This is a new po- 
sition. 

Since January 1985 Mr. Dawson has been 
serving as Deputy Assistant to the President 
and Executive Assistant to the Chief of 
Staff, the White House. Previously he was 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury for Busi- 
ness and Consumer Affairs, 1984-1985. 

Mr. Dawson graduated from Stanford 
University (A.B., 1970 and M.B.A., 1978). 
He is married, has three children, and re- 
sides in Washington, DC. Mr. Dawson was 
born March 9, 1948, in Washington, DC. 


World Affairs Council and the Foreign 
Policy Association 





Remarks to Members. July 22, 1986 





Mr. Vice President, Secretary Shultz, I 
would like to express my appreciation to 
Leonard Marks,' the World Affairs Council, 
and the Foreign Policy Association for help- 
ing bring this group together today. 

For more than a year now, the world’s 
attention has been focused upon South 
Africa—the deepening political crisis there, 
the widening cycle of violence. And today 
I'd like to outline American policy toward 
that troubled Republic and toward the 
region of which it is a part, a region of vital 
importance to the West. 

The root cause of South Africa’s disorder 
is apartheid, that rigid system of racial seg- 
regation, wherein black people have been 
treated as third-class citizens in a nation 
they helped to build. 

America’s view of apartheid has been and 
remains clear. Apartheid is morally wrong 


1Chairman of the executive committee of 
the Foreign Policy Association. 
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and politically unacceptable. The United 
States cannot maintain cordial relations 
with a government whose power rests upon 
the denial of rights to a majority of its 
people based on race. 

If South America [South Africa] wishes to 
belong to the family of Western nations, an 
end to apartheid is a precondition. Ameri- 
cans, I believe, are united in this conviction. 

Second, apartheid must be dismantled. 
Time is running out for the moderates of all 
races in South Africa. 

But if we Americans are agreed upon the 
goal, a free and multiracial South Africa as- 
sociated with free nations and the West, 
there is deep disagreement about how to 
reach it. 

First, a little history: For a quarter centu- 
ry now, the American Government has 
been separating itself from the South Afri- 
can Government. In 1962 President Kenne- 
dy imposed an embargo on military sales. 
Last September I issued an Executive order 
further restricting U.S. dealings with the 
Pretoria government. For the past 18 
months the marketplace has been sending 
unmistakable signals of its own. U.S. bank 
lending to South Africa has been virtually 
halted. No significant new investment has 
come in. Some Western businessmen have 
packed up and gone home. 

And now we've reached a critical junc- 
ture. Many in Congress and some in Europe 
are clamoring for sweeping sanctions 
against South Africa. The Prime Minister of 
Great Britain has denounced punitive sanc- 
tions as “immoral” and “utterly repugnant.” 
Well, let me tell you why we believe Mrs. 
Thatcher is right. 

The primary victims of an economic boy- 
cott of South Africa would be the very 
people we seek to help. Most of the workers 
who would lose jobs because of sanctions 
would be black workers. We do not believe 
the way to help the people of South Africa 
is to cripple the economy upon which they 
and their families depend for survival. 

Alan Paton, South Africa’s great writer, 
for years the conscience of his country, has 
declared himself emphatically: “I am totally 
opposed to disinvestment,” he says. “It is 
primarily for a moral reason. Those who 
will pay most grievously for disinvestment 
will be the black workers of South Africa. I 
take very seriously the teachings of the gos- 
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pels. In particular, the parables about giving 
drink to the thirsty and food to the hungry. 
I will not help to cause any such suffering 
to any black person.” Nor will we. 

Looking at a map, southern Africa is a 
single economic unit tied together by rails 
and roads. Zaire and its southern mining 
region depends upon South Africa for 
three-fourths of her food and petroleum. 
More than half the electric power that 
drives the capital of Mozambique comes 
from South Africa. Over one-third of the 
exports from Zambia and 65 percent of the 
exports of Zimbabwe leave the continent 
through South African ports. 

The mines of South Africa employ 13,000 
workers from Swaziland, 19,000 from Bot- 
swana, 50,000 from Mozambique, and 
110,000 from the tiny, landlocked country 
of Lesotho. Shut down these productive 
mines with sanctions and you have forced 
black mine workers out of their jobs and 
forced their families back in their home 
countries into destitution. I don’t believe 
the American people want to do something 
like that. As one African leader remarked 
recently, “Southern Africa is like a zebra. If 
the white parts are injured, the black parts 
will die too.” 

Well, Western nations have poured bil- 
lions in foreign aid and investment loans 
into southern Africa. Does it make sense to 
aid these countries with one hand and with 
the other to smash the industrial engine 
upon which their future depends? 

Wherever blacks seek equal opportunity, 
higher wages, better working conditions, 
their strongest allies are the American, Brit- 
ish, French, German, and Dutch business- 
men who bring to South Africa ideas of 
social justice formed in their own countries. 
If disinvestment is mandated, these progres- 
sive Western forces will depart; and South 
African proprietors will inherit, at fire sale 
prices, their farms and factories and plants 
and mines. And how would this end apart- 
heid? 

Our own experience teaches us that racial 
progress comes swiftest and easiest, not 
during economic depression, but in times of 
prosperity and growth. Our own history 
teaches us that capitalism is the natural 
enemy of such feudal institutions as apart- 
heid. 
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Nevertheless, we share the outrage Amer- 
icans have come to feel. Night after night, 
week after week, television has brought us 
reports of violence by South African securi- 
ty forces, bringing injury and death to 
peaceful demonstrators and innocent by- 
standers. More recently, we read of violent 
attacks by blacks against blacks. Then there 
is the calculated terror by elements of the 
African National Congress: the mining of 
roads, the bombings of public places, de- 
signed to bring about further repression, 
the imposition of martial law, eventually 
creating the conditions for racial war. 

The most common method of terror is 
the so-called necklace. In this barbaric way 
of reprisal, a tire is filled with kerosene or 
gasoline, placed around the neck of an al- 
leged collaborator, and ignited. The victim 
may be a black policeman, a teacher, a sol- 
dier, a civil servant. It makes no difference. 
The atrocity is designed to terrorize blacks 
into ending all racial cooperation and to po- 
larize South Africa as prelude to a final, 
climactic struggle for power. 

In defending their society and people, the 
South African Government has a right and 
responsibility to maintain order in the face 
of terrorists. But by its tactics, the Govern- 
ment is only accelerating the descent into 
bloodletting. Moderates are being trapped 
between the intimidation of radical youths 
and countergangs of vigilantes. 

And the Government’s state of emergen- 
cy, next, went beyond the law of necessity. 
It, too, went outside the law by sweeping 
up thousands of students, civic leaders, 
church leaders, and labor leaders; thereby 
contributing to futher radicalization. Such 
repressive measures will bring South Africa 
neither peace nor security. 

It’s a tragedy that most Americans only 
see or read about the dead and injured in 
South Africa—from terrorism, violence, and 
repression. For behind the terrible televi- 
sion pictures lies another truth: South Africa 
is a complex and diverse society in a state 
of transition. More and more South Africans 
have come to recognize that change is es- 
sential for survival. The realization has 
come hard and late, but the realization has 
finally come to Pretoria that apartheid be- 
longs to the past. 

In recent years there’s been a dramatic 
change. Black workers have been permitted 


to unionize, bargain collectively, and build 
the strongest free trade union movement in 
all of Africa. The infamous pass laws have 
been ended, as have many of the laws de- 
nying blacks the right to live, work, and 
own property in South Africa’s cities. Citi- 
zenship, wrongly stripped away, has been 
restored to nearly 6 million blacks. Segrega- 
tion in universities and public facilities is 
being set aside. Social apartheid laws pro- 
hibiting interracial sex and marriage have 
been struck down. It is because State Presi- 
dent Botha has presided over these reforms 
that extremists have denounced him as a 
traitor. 

We must remember, as the British histori- 
an Paul Johnson reminds us, that South 
Africa is an African country as well as a 
Western country. And reviewing the history 
of that continent in the quarter century 
since independence, historian Johnson does 
not see South Africa as a failure: “. . . only 
in South Africa,” he writes, “have the real 
incomes of blacks risen very substantially. 
. . . In mining, black wages have tripled in 
real terms in the last decade. . . . South 
Africa is the ... only African country to 
produce a large black middle class.” 
“Almost certainly,” he adds, “there are now 
more black women professionals in South 
Africa than in the whole of the rest of 
Africa put together.” 

Despite apartheid, tens of thousands of 
black Africans migrate into South Africa 
from neighboring countries to escape pov- 
erty and take advantage of the opportuni- 
ties in an economy that produces nearly a 
third of the income in all of sub-Saharan 
Africa. 

It’s tragic that in the current crisis social 
and economic progress has been arrested. 
And yet in contemporary South Africa— 
before the state of emergency—there was a 
broad measure of freedom of speech, of the 
press, and of religion there. Indeed, it’s 
hard to think of a single country in the 
Soviet bloc, or many in the United Nations, 
where political critics have the same free- 
dom to be heard as did outspoken critics of 
the South African Government. 

But by Western standards, South Africa 
still falls short, terribly short, on the scales 
of economic and social justice. South Afri- 
ca’s actions to dismantle apartheid must not 
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end now. The state of emergency must be 
lifted. There must be an opening of the 
political process. That the black people of 
South Africa should have a voice in their 
own governance is an idea whose time has 
come. There can be no turning back. In the 
multiracial society that is South Africa, no 
single race can monopolize the reins of po- 
litical power. 

Black churches, black unions, and, 
indeed, genuine black nationalists have a 
legitimate role to play in the future of their 
country. But the South African Government 
is under no obligation to negotiate the 
future of the country with any organization 
that proclaims a goal of creating a Commu- 
nist State and uses terrorist tactics and vio- 
lence to achieve it. 

Many Americans, understandably, ask: 
Given the racial violence, the hatred, why 
not wash our hands and walk away from 
that tragic continent and bleeding country? 
Well, the answer is: We cannot. In southern 
Africa our national ideals and strategic in- 
terests come together. 

South Africa matters because we believe 
that all men are created equal and are en- 
dowed by their Creator with unalienable 
rights. South Africa matters because of who 
we are. One of eight Americans can trace 
his ancestry to Africa. 

Strategically, this is one of the most vital 
regions of the world. Around the Cape of 
Good Hope passes the oil of the Persian 
Gulf, which is indispensable to the industri- 
al economies of Western Europe. Southern 
Africa and South Africa are repository of 
many of the vital minerals—vanadium, 
manganese, chromium, _platinum—for 
which the West has no other secure source 
of supply. 

The Soviet Union is not unaware of the 
stakes. A decade ago, using an army of 
Cuban mercenaries provided by Fidel 
Castro, Moscow installed a client regime in 
Angola. Today the Soviet Union is providing 
that regime with the weapons to attack 
UNITA, a black liberation movement which 
seeks for Angolans the same right to be 
represented in their government that black 
South Africans seek for themselves. 

Apartheid threatens our vital interests in 
southern Africa, because it’s drawing neigh- 
boring States into the vortex of violence. 
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Repeatedly, within the last 18 months, 
South African forces have struck into neigh- 
boring States. I repeat our condemnation of 
such behavior. Also the Soviet-armed guer- 
rillas of the African National Congress, op- 
erating both within South Africa and from 
some neighboring countries, have em- 
barked upon new acts of terrorism inside 
South Africa. I also condemn that behavior. 

But South Africa cannot shift the blame 
for these problems onto neighboring States, 
especially when those neighbors take steps 
to stop guerrilla actions from being mount- 
ed from their own territory. 

If this rising hostility in southern Africa, 
between Pretoria and the frontline States, 
explodes, the Soviet Union will be the main 
beneficiary. And the critical ocean corridor 
of South Africa and the strategic minerals of 
the region would be at risk. Thus, it would 
be an historic act of folly for the United 
States and the West, out of anguish and 
frustration and anger, to write off South 
Africa. 

Ultimately, however, the fate of South 
Africa will be decided there, not here. We 
Americans stand ready to help. But wheth- 
er South Africa emerges democratic and 
free or takes a course leading to a down- 
ward spiral of poverty and repression will 
finally be their choice, not ours. 

The key to the future lies with the South 
African Government. As I urge Western na- 
tions to maintain communication and in- 
volvement in South Africa, I urge Mr. Botha 
not to retreat into the “laager,” not to cut 
off contact with the West. Americans and 
South Africans have never been enemies, 
and we understand the apprehension and 
fear and concern of all of your people. But 
an end to apartheid does not necessarily 
mean an end to the social, economic, and 
physical security of the white people in this 
country they love and have sacrificed so 
much to build. 

To the black, “colored,” and Asian peo- 
ples of South Africa, too long treated as 
second and third class subjects, I can only 
say: In your hopes for freedom, social jus- 
tice, and self-determination, you have a 
friend and ally in the United States. Main- 
tain your hopes for peace and reconcilia- 
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tion, and we will do our part to keep that 
road open. 

We understand that behind the rage and 
resentment in the townships is the memory 
of real injustices inflicted upon generations 
of South Africans. “Those to whom evil is 
done,” the poet wrote, “often do evil in 
return.” But if the people of South Africa 
are to have a future in a free country, 
where the rights of all are respected, the 
desire for retribution will have to be set 
aside. Otherwise the future will be lost in a 
bloody quarrel over the past. 

It would be an act of arrogance to insist 
that uniquely American ideas and institu- 
tions, rooted in our own history and tradi- 
tions, be transplanted to South African soil. 
Solutions to South Africa’s political crisis 
must come from South Africans themselves. 
Black and white, “colored” and Asian, they 
have their own traditions. But let me out- 
line what we believe are necessary compo- 
nents of progress toward political peace. 

First, a timetable for elimination of apart- 
heid laws should be set. 

Second, all political prisoners should be 
released. 

Third, Nelson Mandela should be released 
to participate in the country’s political proc- 
ess. 
Fourth, black political movements should 
be unbanned._ 

Fifth, both the Government and its oppo- 
nents should begin a dialog about construct- 
ing a political system that rests upon the 
consent of the governed, where the rights 
of majorities and minorities and individuals 
are protected by law. And the dialog should 
be initiated by those with power and au- 
thority: the South African Government 
itself. 

Sixth, if postapartheid South Africa is to 
remain the economic locomotive of south- 
ern Africa, its strong and developed econo- 
my must not be crippled. And, therefore, I 
urge the Congress and the countries of 
Western Europe to resist this emotional 
clamor for punitive sanctions. 

If Congress imposes sanctions, it would 
destroy America’s flexibility, discard our 
diplomatic leverage, and deepen the crisis. 
To make a difference, Americans, who are a 
force for decency and progress in the 
world, must remain involved. We must stay 
and work, not cut and run. 


It should be our policy to build in South 
Africa, not to bring down. Too often in the 
past, we Americans, acting out of anger and 
frustration and impatience, have turned our 
backs on flawed regimes, only to see disas- 
ter follow. 

Those who tell us the moral thing to do is 
embargo the South African economy and 
write off South Africa should tell us exactly 
what they believe will rise in its place. 
What foreign power would fill the vacuum 
if its ties with the West are broken? 

To be effective, however, our policy must 
be coordinated with our key Western allies 
and with the frontline States in southern 
Africa. These countries have the greatest 
concern and potential leverage on the situa- 
tion in South Africa. I intend to pursue the 
following steps: 

Secretary Shultz has already begun inten- 
sive consultations with our Western allies, 
whose roots and presence in South Africa 
are greater than our own, on ways to en- 
courage internal negotiations. We want the 
process to begin now, and we want open 
channels to all the principal parties. The 
key nations of the West must act in concert, 
and together we can make the difference. 

We fully support the current efforts of 
the British Government to revive hopes for 
negotiations. Foreign Secretary Howe's 
visits with South Africa’s leaders this week 
will be of particular significance. 

And second, I urge the leaders of the 
region to join us in seeking a future South 
Africa where countries live in peace and 
cooperation. South Africa is the nation 
where the industrial revolution first came 
to Africa. Its economy is a mighty engine 
that could pull southern Africa into a pros- 
perous future. The other nations of south- 
ern Africa—from Kinshasa to the Cape—are 
rich in natural resources and human re- 
sources. 

Third, I have directed Secretary Shultz 
and AID Administrator McPherson to un- 
dertake a study of America’s assistance role 
in southern Africa to determine what needs 
to be done and what can be done to expand 
the trade, private investment, and transport 
prospects of southern Africa’s landlocked 
nations. In the past 5 years we have provid- 
ed almost a billion dollars in assistance to 
South Africa’s neighbors. And this year we 
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hope to provide an additional $45 million to 
black South Africans. 

We're determined to remain involved, 
diplomatically and economically, with all 
the States of southern Africa that wish con- 
structive relations with the United States. 

This administration is not only against 
broad economic sanctions and against apart- 
heid; we are for a new South Africa, a new 
nation where all that has been built up over 
generations is not destroyed, a new society 
where participation in the social, cultural, 
and political life is open to all peoples—a 
new South Africa that comes home to the 
family of free nations where she belongs. 


To achieve that, we need not a Western 
withdrawai, but deeper involvement by the 
Western business community as agents of 
change and progress and growth. The inter- 
national business community needs not only 
to be supported in South Africa but ener- 
gized. We'll be at work on that task. If we 
wish to foster the process of transformation, 
one of the best vehicles for change is 
through the involvement of black South Af- 
ricans in business, job-related activities, and 
labor unions. 


But the vision of a better life cannot be 
realized so long as apartheid endures and 
instability reigns in South Africa. If the peo- 
ples of southern Africa are to prosper, lead- 
ers and peoples of the region, of all races, 
will have to elevate their common interests 
above their ethnic divisions. 


We and our allies cannot dictate to the 
government of a sovereign nation. Nor 
should we try. But we can offer to help find 
a solution that is fair to all the people of 
South Africa. We can volunteer to stand by 
and help bring about dialog between lead- 
ers of the various factions and groups that 
make up the population of South Africa. We 
can counsel and advise and make it plain to 
all that we are there as friends of all the 
people of South Africa. 


In that tormented land, the window re- 
mains open for peaceful change. For how 
long, we know not. But we in the West, 
privileged and prosperous and free, must 
not be the ones to slam it shut. Now is a 
time for healing. The people of South 
Africa, of all races, deserve a chance to 
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build a better future. And we must not 
deny or destroy that chance. 
Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 2 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. 


National White House Conference on 
Small Business 





Appointment of Nine Delegates. 
July 22, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint the following individuals to 
be delegates to the National White House 
Conference on Small Business. These are 
new positions: 


Dan M. Koehler, of New York. Mr. Koehler is 
currently vice president, Jacobson, Potter and 
Cooley, Inc., a corporate planning and financial 
investment company. He was born November 
5, 1933, in Neenah, WI. 

Fred Robert (Bob) Sikyta, of Nebraska. Mr. 
Sikyta is currently owner and president, Bryant 
Air Conditioning and Heating Co. He was born 
May 25, 1927, in Crab Orchard, NE. 


Jack Young, of South Carolina. Mr. Young is the 
owner of Young’s Hearing Aid Service. He was 
born September 30, 1924, in Columbia, SC. 


Manuel A. Casiano, Jr., of Puerto Rico. Mr. Ca- 
siano is currently owner and publisher of Car- 
ibbean Business. He was born January 11, 1931, 
in New York City. 

Mary Lou Jessup, of Oregon. Mrs. Jessup is a 
partner with Jessup and Associates, CPA. She 
was born December 28, 1926, in Wenatchee, 
WA. 


T.W. Stivers, of Idaho. Mr. Stivers is currently 
chairman of the board, Titlefact, Inc., and also 
serves as the speaker of the Idaho house of 
representatives. He was born September 6, 
1918, in Maroa, IL. 

Kim Varney, of Connecticut. Mrs. Varney is a 
partner with Yankee Realty. She was born May 
10, 1930, in Detroit, MI. 

Andrew F. Wahlquist, of Virginia. Mr. Wahiquist 
is currently a partner with Alcalde, Henderson, 
O’Bannon and Rousselot. He was born January 
29, 1940, in Ogden, UT. 

Tom Williams, of Kansas. Mr. Williams is presi- 
dent and chairman, Guaranteed Foods, Inc. He 
was born December 16, 1939, in Kansas City, 
MO. 
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Dallas, Texas 





Remarks at a Fundraiser for Republican 
Gubernatorial Candidate William 
Clements. July 23, 1986 





Thank you very much, and I owe some 
thanks for that wonderful introduction.! 
But I'd like to begin by reintroducing 
myself. [Laughter] It’s true my name is 
Reagan, and I’m President of the sister Re- 
public of the great State of Texas. 

But it really is great to be in a State with 
so much pride. And I’m particularly glad to 
be here during your sesquicentennial. Then, 
I'm always happy to be anyplace that’s 
twice as old as I am. [Laughter] 

I’m sorry I can’t stay longer, but we’re on 
our way to Florida tonight. And that’s 
where Ponce de Leon, you know, looked 
for the fountain of youth. [Laughter] And 
just in case he found it, I’ve got a thermos 
jug with me. [Laughter] 

But it is wonderful to be in Texas and see 
how all of you revere your heritage. As a 
matter of fact, just last week in Washington 
we saw a tremendous example of this when 
the whole Texas congressional delegation 
met with Ted Kennedy. And they were 
talking on about Jim Bowie and Colonel 
Travis, Sam Houston, Davy Crockett, and 
the glories of the Alamo. And finally Sena- 
tor Kennedy started to feel a little uneasy. 
You know, he’s from Boston, and people 
from Boston—they have a little pride of 
their own. So, finally, Ted said, “Well, golly 
fellows, haven’t any of you heard of Paul 
Revere?” And you would have been proud 
of your Senator Phil Gramm. He piped 
right up. He said, “Sure. Isn’t that the guy 
who ran for help?” [Laughter] 

But ladies and gentlemen, this wonderful 
city of Dallas has great and fond memories 
for me: the primaries of 1976 and 1980 and 
then that nomination night in 1984. In fact, 
flying over the convention center this 
morning, I started asking myself: “I wonder 
how folks down there would feel about 
giving it one more try.” [Applause] 

Well, thank you for that. Thank you for 
that, but I’m kidding, of course. What I’m 


1 The President was introduced by Wil- 


liam Clements. 


not kidding about is how much has 
changed, how better things are for our 
country because you and I and millions of 
other Americans refused to believe Ameri- 
ca’s best days were behind her, that the old 
values and the virtues just couldn’t cut it 
anymore. You remember 1980: the worst 
economic mess since the Great Depression, 
foreign governments that routinely insulted 
this great nation and her citizens, and lead- 
ership in Washington that blamed the 
American people instead of itself for all our 
problems. The people knew different. As 
somebody put it: “98 percent of the adults 
in this country are decent, hardworking, 
honest Americans.” And the quote then 
goes on to say: “It’s the other lousy 2 per- 
cent that get all the publicity, but then we 
elected them.” [Laughter] 

Well, we set to work to change all that. 
We went to the American people and told 
them: “The economy’s gone sour, and taxes 
are too high. We’re overregulated. And 
there’s one simple reason for it. The Feder- 
al Government is too big, and it spends too 
much money.” And we told the American 
people there was one way to end the years 
of tax and tax and spend and spend, and 
that was to elect fewer liberals and a whole 
lot more Republicans. 

And the people heard us, and we started 
moving. One example: taxes—they were too 
high and the liberals in Washington wanted 
them to go higher. But we didn’t just stand 
fast; we cut taxes and then indexed them to 
the rate of inflation, thereby ending that 
hidden tax of bracket creep. Still, the old 
habits of tax and tax and spend and spend 
died hard, and the liberals found a battle 
cry for their campaign in 1984: “We’re 
going to raise your taxes,” they shouted at 
the American people. And in November the 
American people shouted right back: “Oh, 
no, you’re not. We’re voting for the other 
guys. We’re pulling the Republican lever.” 

And ladies and gentlemen, I think we Re- 
publicans had a right to the support that we 
got. Our policies brought down inflation, 
taxes, interest rates, and created 6 million 
new jobs by 1984 and another 4 million jobs 
since 1984. As soon as they stopped calling 
it Reaganomics, I knew it must be working. 

But now, I didn’t come here to talk about 
Washington. But there is a special reason 
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for bringing up this issue of taxes and eco- 
nomic growth today. Let me remind you 
that in the first years of the eighties Texas 
was a leader of America’s economic recov- 
ery, with 1 million new jobs created and 
the incorporation of 150,000 new business- 
es. The State government, too, was in great 
shape. No new taxes were passed. There 
was a billion dollar surplus. And the size of 
the State budget was actually reduced by 5 
percent. But then you know what hap- 
pened? That other party took over in 
Austin. And sure enough, the State budget 
increased by 15 percent. The number of 
State employees rose by 12,000. And there 
was a tax increase—and that huge, huge tax 
increase that the then-Governor promised 
you would never happen. And, yes, of 
course, now there’s a budget deficit and a 
special session of the legislature to deal with 
it. 

But now it’s election time again; and the 
Democrats in Austin are promising the 
people of this great State that they’ve 
learned their lessor, that, honest, this time 
they aren’t going to increase spending and 
taxes. Well, may I offer some advice from a 
fellow who deals with the liberals every day 
in Washington: When it comes to tax and 
tax and spend and spend, some of them 
mean well, but they’re just like Oscar 
Wilde: They can resist everything but 
temptation. Believe me, these liberals never 
met a tax they didn’t like. 

So, let’s say something else flat out: One 
of the most important steps that Texas can 
take towards full economic recovery is to 
say no to any more years of tax and tax and 
spend and spend in Austin. The best way to 
restore a favorable climate for business and 
economic expansion is to put my good 
friend and your good friend back in the 
Austin statehouse—a tough man for tough 
times. He was a great Deputy Secretary of 
Defense, a great Republican Governor 
during the great Texas prosperity, a man 
who doesn’t break his promises—Bill Cle- 
ments. 

And let me just pause here and talk about 
Texas prosperity for a minute. I think it’s a 
tragedy that hard times have hit Texas and 
that unemployment is as high as it is in this 
great State. I want you all to know that this 
administration in Washington is aware of 
Texas problems, and we’re going to do ev- 
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erything in our power to see this State and 
every State shares again in full prosperity. 
I’m down here to tell you this administra- 
tion is wholeheartedly committed to a 
strong, domestic energy industry. We 
proved that when we decontrolled the 
price of oil. And we'll press and press again 
until Congress passes comprehensive decon- 
trol of our natural gas supplies and until 
they take the other steps that we have pro- 
posed to protect America’s energy future. 
And let me pledge that with the help of the 
people of your great State, this administra- 
tion is determined that America will never 
again be captive to a foreign oil cartel. 

But something else needs to be said. You 
know, sometimes the biggest changes for 
the better are the ones that can’t be quali- 
fied or measured. Only a few weeks ago we 
celebrated in New York Harbor the restora- 
tion of Lady Liberty. And all across the vast 
expanse of this country, from sea to shining 
sea, America rocked and rolled with patriot- 
ism. It seemed everybody was saying what 
George M. Cohan used to say to his critics 
when they called him an American flag 
waver: “Well,” he said, “yeah, sure, I’m a 
flag waver. But tell me this: Can you think 
of a better flag to wave?” 

My friends, it isn’t just partriotism that’s 
back in style; it’s words like hope and vision 
and future and optimism. And let me tell 
you that no State in the Union has a better 
claim on these words, no State knows more 
about builders and dreamer and visionaries 
than this one. And I’m down here to tell 
you today Bill Clements is one of those 
builders and dreamers and _ visionaries. 
Under his leadership, and with some help 
from his friends in this administration, it’s 
going to be comeback time for Texas. Texas 
led the way to prosperity once before, and 
with Bill Clements as her Governor, she'll 
lead the way again. 

And I hope the people of Texas know 
that by electing Bill Clements they won’t 
only be putting Texas back on the road to 
economic good times, they'll also be send- 
ing a message to the rest of the country, 
and especially to the Democratic Party 
leadership—a message that says: Stop the 
taxing; stop the spending; and help the ad- 
ministration in Washington make govern- 
ment live within its means. 
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I know that Bill and all your Republican 
Congressmen are also proud that very soon 
we're taking another step in the direction 
of curbing government through our tax 
reform package. This reform not only pro- 
vides another tax-rate cut for the majority 
of the American people, but it will make 
our tax system fairer and, what’s even more 
important, simpler. 

You know, I think it was Will Rogers who 
said that income tax had made more liars 
out of the American people than golf. 
[Laughter] And even Albert Einstein—seri- 
ously—once asked for help with his Form 
1040. [Laughter] And come to think of it, 
you know, somebody else now makes out 
my tax form, sends it to me for my signa- 
ture; and even with it all made out, I can’t 
understand it. [Laughter] 

And then there’s something from the In- 
ternal Revenue Service Code. You know, 
the original 1913 amendment to the Consti- 
tution putting into effect the income tax 
was only 16 words. Now if you took all the 
books of regulations and rules in the Tax 
Code, the Income Tax Code, and put them 
on a shelf, the shelf would be 57 feet long 
to hold all of them. And I know that this tax 
reform plan we're having is not going to 
wipe out those 57 feet of books. But it is 
going to make it possible to go in there and 
clean out dozens and dozens of them that 
won't have to be there any longer. They’re 
not in the bill, itself; that has to come fol- 
lowing. 

But let me give you a sample from the 
Internal Revenue Code. This happens to be 
the last sentence of section 509A of the 
code. And when I say it needs to be sim- 
pler, listen to this: “For purposes of para- 
graph 3, an organization described in para- 
graph 2 shall be deemed to include an orga- 
nization described in section 501C 4, 5, or 
6, which would be described in paragraph 2 
if it were an organization described in sec- 
tion 501C 3.” [Laughter] That’s just things 
like that that make April 15th so miserable. 
[Laughter] 

Well, now, ladies and gentlemen, when 
we proposed tax reform, official Washington 
said it couldn’t be done. Well, today tax 
reform is nearly a reality. And the Senate’s 
tax reform plan keeps the incentives for 
domestic exploration, which is critical to 
our national security. Yet our very ability to 


maneuver such initiatives through the Con- 
gress is what’s at stake this fall. Because in 
addition to putting great Republicans like 
Bill Clements in statehouses around the 
country, we Republicans must protect our 
majority in the Senate and elect more Re- 
publicans to the House of Representatives. 
And I’m asking everyone here today to 
help. And we must dedicate ourselves to ~ 
winning other races crucial to the ticket, 
such as Judge Roy Barrerra’s race for attor- 
ney general. He represents an opportunity 
for Texas to elect a leader of the highest 
caliber. 

Believe me, the liberals in Washington 
know what’s at stake in this election. They 
know that this may well be their last 
chance to steer American politics way over 
to the left. They know that if we Republi- 
cans do well this November it’s going to 
permanently alter the political landscape. 
They know that I need Congressman Joe 
Barton to return to the House next year 
and continue as my ally serving the people 
of Texas. 

And let me tell you this: Nothing con- 
vinces the Washington liberals of this more 
than what happened here in Texas in 1984, 
when you elected the largest number of 
Republican Congressmen and State legisla- 
tors in your history. And more importantly, 
you sent Phil Gramm to the Senate, and 
that’s not even to mention a whole batch of 
Republicans elected to county-level posts 
our party had never even thought about 
winning before. So, whatever you do, don’t 
stop now. 

You see, on holding down taxes and 
spending, on appointing tough judges, on 
keeping up our defenses and dealing firmly 
with the Soviets, the liberal Democrat lead- 
ership knows the fundamental differences 
between the Republican Party and the 
Democratic Party are beginning to sink in 
with the average voter. Take another issue 
that’s come to the fore recently, an issue 
where partisan politics shouldn’t even play 
a role. All of you know that a Communist 
government has taken over in Nicaragua. In 
addition to engaging in widespread repres- 
sion of human rights, this government is 
establishing a base camp for Cuban-Soviet 
aggression on the North American main- 
land. But today there are about 20,000 free- 
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dom fighters who need our help in restor- 
ing democracy to that country. And a few 
weeks ago we won a crucial vote in the 
House of Representatives that will help 
them to do just that. 

And by the way, I think you know I’ve 
mentioned in the past that Nicaragua is 
only a 2-day drive from the Texas border. 
And since I’m here now, I can explain: 
Don’t mistake my reference to the Texas 
border. The Communist Sandinista regime 
in Nicaragua has made a lot of mistakes, but 
even they know better than to get them- 
selves in a tangle with a bunch of Texans. 
Even with all the tanks and gunships from 
the Soviet Union, my guess is that the San- 
dinistas would make it about as far as the 
shopping center in Pecos before Roger 
Staubach came out of retirement—[laugh- 
ter|}—teamed up with some off-duty Texas 
Rangers and the front four of the Dallas 
Cowboys, and pushed the Sandinistas down 
the river, out across the gulf, and right back 
to Havana where they belong. Come to 
think of it, they don’t even belong in 
Havana either, but don’t get me started on 
that. [Laughter] 

But what’s really at stake here is restoring 
our bipartisan consensus on national securi- 
ty issues. Believe me, you’ll send that mes- 
sage to the liberals in Washington if you'll 
elect more Republican officeholders here in 
Texas. Well, time is running—I only wish I 
could stay longer. 

I’ve mentioned a number of important 
Texas Republicans, but of course there’s one 
Texas Republican to whom I and every 
American owes a great debt. He’s been a 
great Vice President, and all of us thank the 
great State of Texas for sharing George 
Bush with all of America. And let me men- 
tion two more who ran and served well: 
former Congressmen Tom Loeffler and 
Kent Hance. For so many reasons, I love 
being in this wonderful State. You're right- 
fully proud of your great heritage; never 
take it for granted. Believe me, no visitor 
can come here without thinking about 
those 183 heroes who crossed that line in 
the dust, that line that Travis drew with his 
sword at the Alamo. 

“Wherever the standard of freedom and 
independence has been or shall be un- 
furled,” John Quincy Adams promised, 
“there will be America’s heart, her benedic- 
tions and her prayers.” The banner of the 


984 


Lone Star has always been one of those ban- 
ners. And Texas has gone right on giving us 
heroes. Just a few short summers ago, when 
the summer Olympics opened, one of them 
was introduced at the Los Angeles sports 
arena. It was George Foreman, the former 
Olympic champion, recognized for that day 
16 years earlier when, in a different time in 
America, he was brave enough to wave a 
tiny American flag at the 1968 Olympics 
when he stood on a platform to receive his 
gold medal. I remember the news accounts 
said of the crowd: “They rose and cheered, 
filling the old arena with an emotional ova- 
tion that brought tears to many.” “All I’ve 
ever tried to tell anyone,” Texan George 
Foreman said, “is that I’m not a black man 
or a white man or anything else. All I’ve 
ever been was an American.” 

And that’s what it’s all been about these 
last few years: bringing America together 
again, restoring her greatness. And that’s 
why you and I—black, white, Asian, and 
Hispanic—must continue to serve together 
in the cause of human freedom and the 
dream that is America. I’m asking every 
one of you to go back to your homes now 
and talk to your neighbors. Tell them the 
eyes of America are upon you. Tell them 
how important it is to put Bill Clements in 
the statehouse, to send more Republicans to 
Washington, and keep America on the 
upward road to peace and prosperity for all. 

Now, I know if you do that you’re going 
to be talking to some of your friends and 
neighbors who are Democrats. And I know 
that in a gathering this big there must be 
many here who either are or, like myself, 
were once Democrats and then changed. 
And I want you to emphasize that, and 
when I’ve been talking here—have you no- 
ticed I used the word the “democratic lead- 
ership” several times? Because I think 
there’s reason for doing that. 

Not much attention was paid to, some 
years ago, several years ago, when an orga- 
nization of political scientists in this country 
conducted some studies and surveys. And 
they did it by assuming that the people who 
represented the party at the national con- 
vention, including the party officials 
there—they were the leadership of the 
party. And then out beyond that were the 
great rank and file of the party members. 
So, they took the leading issues, the things 
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of great interest to the people, and they 
surveyed the delegates to the Democratic 
Convention and the delegates to the Re- 
publican Convention on their approach to 
these problems. And they were polls 
apart—the Democratic leadership from the 
Republican leadership. Then they polled 
the rank and file Democrats nationwide and 
the Republicans nationwide and found that 
the rank and file of the Democrats—their 
views on all those important issues were 
virtually identical with the rank and file 
members of the Republican Party, and the 
Republican Party was completely in keep- 
ing with and in the context of how they felt 
with the leadership that had represented 
them at the convention. But the difference 
between the rank and file Democrats and 
their leadership—they, too, were polls 
apart. That’s why, yes, there are a great 
many Democrats out there who feel and 
think as we do. And whether they decide to 
change the party registration or not—as 
some of us did—I think at least they should 
know that they would be voting for people 
who share their ideas and ideals if this time 
they vote Republican. 

So, you know—there’s an echo in here. 
[Laughter] So, again, you send this man to 
the statehouse. And thank you, and God 
bless you all. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:23 p.m. in 
the Great Hall of the Dallas Apparel Mart. 
Following his remarks, he attended a recep- 
tion at Loews Anatole Hotel for major 
donors to William Clements’ campaign. The 
President then traveled to Miami, FL. 

As printed above, the remarks follow the 
White House press release. 


Miami, Florida 





Remarks at a Republican Party Rally. 
July 23, 1986 





The President. Well, thank you, Paula,’ 
and thank all of you very much. A few 
weeks ago our country celebrated Liberty 
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Weekend,? and that was quite a party. Well, 
it’s terrific to be here in Miami with people 
who never stop celebrating American free- 
dom. 

America is proud that our citizens came 
here from every corner of the world to 
better themselves and to live in freedom. 
And nowhere is that spirit, the American 
spirit, more alive and kicking than right 
here in Miami. And I want to thank Jeb 
Bush,* in particular, for his efforts to bring 
more and more of our new citizens into the 
Republican fold. 

But if freedom is to work, we’ve got to 
work together. You know, there’s a story 
that I told our allies overseas. It was about 
two fellows that were out hiking in the 
woods. And they suddenly looked up, and a 
grizzly bear was coming over the hill 
toward them. And one of them sat down on 
the ground immediately, reached into his 
pack, took off a pair of sneakers, took off his 
boots, and started to put on the sneakers. 
And his friend standing there says, “Well, 
you don’t mean to tell me you think you 
can outrun that bear?” He said, “I don’t 
have to outrun the bear; I just have to 
outrun you.” [Laughter] Well, I told our 
allies a bear may or may not be coming 
over the hill, but today the free people of 
the world can count on America to stick by 
her friends. We’re on our feet, and we're 
standing together, and we’re not running 
away from anyone. 

In these last 5% years we've rebuilt 
America’s defensive strength and reinvigo- 
rated our alliances with other free nations. 
One of the changes that we’ve helped bring 
about makes me particularly happy: Today 
the brave men and women who defend this 
country are receiving the praise and grati- 
tude they so rightfully deserve. We’ve re- 
stored the pride in wearing the uniform of 
the military services of the United States of 
America. 

Only a decade ago there were those who 
were counting America out, and freedom 
was in retreat. Countries in Africa and Cen- 
tral America seemed on the verge of suc- 
cumbing to Communist _ totalitarianism. 


"Activities commemorating the centennial 
of “y Statue of Liberty and Independence 


Son of Vice President George Bush. 
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When I was first inaugurated, the question 
being asked then was: Could El Salvador be 
saved? And many thought the answer to 
the question was no. And they objected to 
our trying to help El Salvador become a 
democracy. And many of those who op- 
posed our help to El Salvador are now op- 
posed to our helping the freedom fighters 
in Nicaragua and El Salvador. 

This is Captive Nations Week. It’s a time 
set aside to remember our brothers and sis- 
ters who languish under Communist tyran- 
ny. During our ceremony this year, which 
was held on Monday, I mentioned a fact of 
which I’m very proud. Under this adminis- 
tration, no new countries have been added 
to the list of captive nations; and in fact, 
one small country, Grenada, has had its 
freedom restored. 

And reflecting the change that has taken 
place over these last 54% years, the question 
heard today is not whether El Salvador will 
fall to Communist dictatorship—E] Salvador 
is now a solid democracy—but whether de- 
mocracy will prevail in Nicaragua. And the 
world should note that Americans, Demo- 
crats and Republicans, are again standing 
together to meet any threat to our national 
security and any challenge to the cause of 
human freedom. Now, symbolic of this new 
solidarity and resolve was the bipartisan 
support that was given in the House of Rep- 
resentatives to a bill that provided aid to 
the Nicaraguan freedom fighters. That 
wasn’t a victory for any political party. It 
was a victory for freedom and democracy. 

When that bill passed, it sent a clear mes- 
sage to the enemies of freedom: No dictato- 
rial power will be permitted, through the 
inaction of the United States, to arm a 
clique of its followers and hijack any coun- 
try in this hemisphere. It’s the birthright of 
every American—and that includes every- 
one from the North Slope of Alaska to the 
tip of Tierra del Fuego—to live in freedom. 
Dictatorships of right and left take notice: 
We, the people of the United States, will 
provide our fellow Americans, from every 
country, the means to protect their birth- 
right from aggression. 

Today freedom is on the offensive, and 
young idealists are no longer being taken in 
by Castro as they once were. You know, 
he’s been a great illusionist, but only for a 
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time. Today the continued harshness of his 
rule, the political prisoners who fill the jails 
of Castro’s gulag, even his own long dema- 
gogic harangues of the Cuban people, 
reveal the true nature of communism. It is 
a cruel system that doesn’t work. It pro- 
duces misery, tyranny, and deprivation— 
and little else. 

You know, I’ve been collecting stories 
that I know are told in Russia by the Rus- 
sian people, and I can confirm that. The 
stories show their cynicism now about their 
government. And this happens to be the 
little incident of two Russians walking down 
a street in Moscow. And one said to the 
other, “Tell me, have we now really com- 
pleted the whole thing of communism? Do 
we now have the full force of communism 
at work?” And the other one says, “Oh, no. 
Things are going to get a lot worse.” 

You know—— 


Audience. 4 more years! 4 more years! 4 
more years! 


The President. Thank you. I have to tell 
you something. You know that that’s in the 
Constitution that it can’t be, but I have to 
tell you something. [Applause] Now, wait a 
minute. [Applause] But I’m going to tell 
you what I think. I think that any President 
who will try to get the Constitution 
changed should not be doing it for himself. 
He should be doing it for those who will 
follow him. Well, I have to tell you I think 
it should be changed, because I think it’s 
only democratic for the people to be able to 
vote for someone as many times as they 
want. 


Audience. 4 more years! 4 more years! 4 
more years! 


The President. Well, listen. Well, I want 
to talk about Nicaragua again. The Commu- 
nist regime—which even the New York 
Times compares to Stalin’s—has thrown 
labor leaders in jail and brutally beaten 
down any attempt to maintain an inde- 
pendent union movement. And that’s total- 
ly consistent with what Castro did when he 
captured power. Now, I understand that we 
have with us someplace here today a lady 
who was a respected Cuban labor leader in 
the days before Castro, Mercedes Chirino. 
Mercedes, many people forget that I, too, 
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was a union leader. And let me say to you: 
History is on the side of the free, and some- 
day the working people of Cuba will again 
work and prosper in the warm sunshine of 
liberty and justice. 

All of you who have been so supportive 
over these last 54% years—the Cuban-Amer- 
ican Foundation, Concerned Citizens for 
Democracy, and so many others—can be 
proud that you are writing the history of 
freedom. So much depends on us. 

Now, I’m also here in Miami in support of 
another lady, a gutsy individual who has 
played a unique and irreplaceable role put- 
ting America back on the right track. The 
progress that we’ve talked about here today 
could not have happened without her. I 
hope each and every one of you will do 
everything you can to see that Paula Haw- 
kins is reelected to the United States 
Senate. 

Audience. Paula! Paula! Paula! 

The President. Now, it’s not good enough 
just to vote for her. I’m asking you to get 
your friends to vote for her, to walk your 
precincts, to organize the phone banks. It’s 
a lot to ask, but do it for your families, for 
Florida, for your country, and—if I might 
be presumptuous a bit—do it for the 
Gipper. 

Paula deserves your support. It’s as 
simple as that: The big taxers and the big 
spenders gave this country double-digit in- 
flation, economic decline, sky-high interest 
rates, and unprecedented national pessi- 
mism. Paula threw herself, heart and soul, 
into some of the hardest fought economic 
policy battles in the history of this Republic. 
And with the help of the people and the 
skill and dedication of elected officials like 
Paula, we turned the economy around. We 
crushed inflation. We ushered in economic 
growth that has surprised even our own 
critics. Let me ask you: Does anyone here 
want to go back to those bad old days? 

Audience. No! 

The President. Well, Paula has been more 
than a teamplayer. She’s been out in front 
of the pack, leading the way. Paula, for ex- 
ample, has a deep understanding of the ide- 
ological battle this country must win. She 
saw a need. She made an enormous effort. 
Road blocks were put in our path all along 
the way. And yet she persevered. And 
thanks to her commitment—and let there 


be no doubt, it wouldn’t have happened 
without her—today Radio Marti is broad- 
casting the truth to the people of Cuba. 

On another front, Paula recognized the 
magnitude of the threat that vicious drug 
smugglers pose to this State. And again she 
played an essential role in activating the 
Federal Government to cope in Florida’s 
assistance. And today the fight is far from 
won, but thanks to Paula we’ve launched 
what can only be described as a war on 
drugs. And 11 percent of the Federal drug 
enforcement budget is spent in your State. 
So, let no one doubt our resolve. The drug- 
pushers and the merchants of death who 
supply them are on notice: The time is 
right to retire from the trade for health 
reasons. We mean business, and—to para- 
phrase John Paul Jones—we have just 
begun to fight. 

Paula is one of the hardest working and 
bravest elected officials I’ve ever met. She’s 
earned the admiration of all Washington 
with the courageous way she has overcome 
two back operations and is stronger than 
ever. This lady may be recovering, but she 
still knows how to twist arms. And every 
time I see her she hands me something to 
do. [Laughter] She was over at the White 
House last week. And before she left, she’d 
gotten the decision she wanted and was 
outside announcing that—even though the 
inflation rate has remained below the trig- 
ger level—all Social Security recipients will 
be getting a full cost-of-living increase. 

Now, Paula, some people call that clout; I 
call it style. And just wait until she gets up 
to full steam. 

But as important as what she’s done is 
what she will do. We’ve got some serious 
issues coming up. The big taxers are going 
to keep trying to get their hands on your 
wallet, especially if they can regain control 
of the Senate. During the last decade the 
Federal tax take more than doubled. Ordi- 
nary working people ended up paying taxes 
at rates that had once been reserved for the 
affluent and the rich. I think Floridians 
want someone representing them who be- 
lieves that people deserve to keep the 
money they earn, someone who prefers to 
ask the Federal Government rather ‘than 
the American family to tighten its belt. 
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Paula Hawkins is a low taxer. She’s for 
more take-home pay and less government. 
And that’s the kind of person we need in, 
and in control of, the United States Senate. 


She’s also the kind of Senator that we 
want and can count on to back up our ef- 
forts to put tough law and order judges on 
the bench. As a matter of fact, let me just 
tell you a little something. There was a very 
important thing going on in the Senate 
today, and there was—I didn’t know—I 
have come here by way of Texas—whether 
Paula was going to be with us here. She just 
arrived at the airport here from Washing- 
ton on her own just a few minutes ahead of 
me. She stayed because the judge that I had 
nominated, that had to be ratified by the 
Senate—and a little lynch mob had orga- 
nized resistance against his appointment. 
We won by one vote. 

She knows we don’t need sociology 
majors as judges. We need individuals who 
feel a heavy responsibility to protect the 
innocent and put the criminals where they 
belong—behind bars. 

Now, does it matter who controls the 
Senate on issues like this? You bet it does. 
And it was proven there today, because we 
don’t have all that big a lead in the Senate. 

And finally, we don’t want to return con- 
trol of the United States Senate to people 
whose only idea for reducing Federal defi- 
cit spending is gutting the United States 
military and weakening our defenses. If we 
ask our military personnel to put their lives 
on the line for us, we’re not going to give 
them anything less than the top quality 
equipment they need to do their job and 
come home safely. 


As one of the fastest growing States, Flori- 
da needs leaders with vision. Paula certainly 
fits that bill. And it’s clear, by those seeking 
the Republican gubernatorial nomination, 
we have quality and experience there on 
our side. Florida has a Republican team 
that’s worthy of its future. There’s no 
reason that Florida should not lead our 
country into the 21st century. 

And what kind of country do we want? 
We want a strong, prosperous, and secure 
America—an America that remains true to 
the promise of liberty and opportunity that 
we celebrated on Liberty Weekend. To- 
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gether, we can and will keep this the land 
of the free and the home of the brave. 
Thank you, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 6:43 p.m. in 
the West Mezzanine Lobby at the Hotel 
Intercontinental. 

As printed above, the remarks follow the 
White House press release. 


Miami, Florida 





Remarks at a Reception for Major Donors to 
Senator Paula Hawkins Campaign. 
July 23, 1986 





Thank you, and thank you, Paula. And 
you know, I have to tell you—because I 
understand that the previous speech, just a 
little while ago, was piped into—if not all— 
most of you here—I feel like I’m in an in- 
stant replay. [Laughter] But I'll try not to 
say the same things twice, although I will 
say that it’s great to be in Miami and great 
to be with so many old friends, veterans of 
hard-fought campaigns and crusades. Politi- 
cal strategists think of Florida as a bellweth- 
er State. Well, you folks down here not only 
reflect national trends, you start them. I 
hope I can count on you to be in the fore- 
front of a trend that will ensure that the 
United States Senate remains in Republican 
hands, and that means reelecting Senator 
Paula Hawkins. 

And if anybody can do it, you can. Flor- 
ida’s got top-quality party leaders like 
Jeanie Austin and Alec Courtelis and Jeb 
Bush bringing more and more Republicans 
into the fold. 

It seems like another lifetime when the 
South, including Florida, was considered a 
stronghold of the other party. There’s a 
story, you know, about a candidate who was 
running for Congress in one of the South- 
ern States back in the 1960’s. And he was 
out in the countryside campaigning. And 
when he told a farmer that he was a Repub- 
lican, the old guy says, “Wait a minute till I 
get Ma. She’s never seen a Republican.” 
[Laughter] Well, he came back with Ma, 
and in the meantime, was wondering—and 
then they told him that wouldn’t he make 
them a political speech. Well, he looked 
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around and needed kind of a podium. And 
the only thing there was a pile of stuff that 
had come out of the stable. [Laughter] So, 
he stepped up on it and made a little short 
political speech—same thing I'll do is a 
short political speech—and afterward the 
farmer and his wife told him, the candidate, 
this was the first time they’d ever heard a 
Republican speak. And he says, “Well, that’s 
all right. That’s the first time I ever spoke 
standing on a Democratic platform.” 
[Laughter] 

But seriously though, over the years 
many articles have been written about a 
coming national realignment. And no one 
need wait any longer; it’s here. Many 
Democrats are realizing that their party no 
longer represents those values and ideals in 
which they believe. That happened to me. 
Years ago I was a New Deal Democrat from 
the very beginning, and I'll bet some of you 
were, as well. And maybe there are some 
among you that you may not have gotten 
around to switching parties, but you sort of 
support the party that we now belong to. 
And when it comes to realignment, there’s 
every reason to be optimistic. I say that 
because—and this may be true for you as 
well—I’ve been meeting a lot of Democrats 
recently who’ve become Republicans. I just 
met one who’s running for office in Louisi- 
ana. And as of today he reregistered as a 
Republican. But, you know, I haven’t been 
meeting anybody who’s going the other 
way. 

And if I could just tell you something 
that—several years ago an organization of 
political scientists were interested in what 
might be happening to the parties—this is 
really true—and they did a study. And they 
took the two national conventions, Republi- 
can and Democrat, first, and they surveyed 
those as the leaders of their two parties— 
that’s why they were the delegates to the 
convention. And they surveyed them on the 
basis of a lot of major issues, as to how they 
felt about those and what they would do 
about those issues. And they found, of 
course, that the Democrat and the politi- 
cal—or the Republican leadership as, by the 
delegates, was polls apart. Then, they went 
out and did a survey nationwide of the rank 
and file members of the two parties. And to 
their surprise, they found that the Republi- 
can rank and file were identical in their 


views with their leadership. They found 
that the rank and file Democrats across the 
country were totally out of step with their 
leadership. And then they compared the 
polls of the two—the rank and file mem- 
bers—and found that the Democrat rank 
and filers were almost identical with the 
beliefs of the Republicans. So, when you’re 
talking to your friends, and some of them 
are still Democrat, you might point out that 
actually some of us that have changed al- 
ready, and a lot that should change, is be- 
cause we didn’t leave the Democratic 
Party, it left us a long time ago. 

Well, Winston Churchill, in the Parlia- 
ment of England, changed parties when he 
was a young man. And he said when people 
were looking a little aside at him about 
doing this, he said, “Some men change 
party for principle, and some men change 
principle for party.” Well, that’s what’s hap- 
pening today, and that’s why it’s vital that 
we remain the party of principle, the party 
of a strong, opportunity-filled America. 

Perhaps the most tangible reason for opti- 
mism is that young people are supporting 
our cause in numbers no one could ever 
have predicted a decade ago. As a matter of 
fact, when I first became a Republican and 
started attending some Republican meet- 
ings some years ago, I would go home to 
Nancy and say, “You know, the only young 
people there looked like they couldn’t join 
anything else.” [Laughter] But, not so 
today. 

I’ve been on the campuses of a number 
of universities. I’ve been in high schools 
very recently and talking to young people. 
I’ve seen these young people of ours in 
those places—in shops and factories and on 
military bases and out on aircraft carriers. 
And I saw them at the rally when I came 
into the hotel, where you were listening. I 
think this is one of the finest generations of 
young people this country has ever seen. 
They want the same things we wanted: a 
chance to live life to its fullest, to own a 
home, to have the opportunity te go as far 
as their talent and their hard work will take 
them. And when I remember back when I 
was Governor—and if I went near a campus 
in those days, they’d hang me in effigy or 
for real. [Laughter] But looking at these 
young people today, their patriotism, the 
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spirit that they have, I’m convinced the 
21st century is going to be in good hands. 

They sense that the reforms we’ve strug- 
gled to put in place, the efforts that we’ve 
made to invigorate our economy, and the 
commitment we’ve made to the security of 
our country are really for them, the young 
people of America. And they’re right. 

It’s getting a bit hard to remember, but it 
wasn’t that long ago—and this is when that 
other party was in control of both Houses of 
Congress, the Presidency, and all of the ex- 
ecutive departments and agencies—that the 
so-called leaders of America were telling all 
of us, including young people, to lower our 
expectations. Do you remember? We were 
told that the problems plaguing our society 
were unsolvable. The refrain was heard that 
America’s best days were behind us. And 
the picture of a bleak future was being 
painted. 

Well, America’s left those bad old days 
and the politicians who gave us those bad 
old days behind. And all I can say is: Ain’t it 
great? 

We may have every reason to be optimis- 
tic. Nevertheless, I hope that none of us will 
be complacent. This is especially true here 
in Florida. A tough race is coming up. Yet I 
can’t think of an individual who has done 
more for the cause in which we all so firmly 
believe than your own Senator, Paula Haw- 
kins. Paula Hawkins was over at the White 
House the other day, and I told her she just 
simply had to be reelected. And I just 
added a few words to that in the lobby. And 
believe me, I could have gone on forever. 
As I mentioned out there, Paula is one of 
the hardest working individuals I’ve met in 
public office. She truly is an inspiration to 
all of us. 

And while you’re out working for Paula, 
please don’t forget the other Republican 
candidates. You have some great individuals 
down here. Florida, for example, deserves a 
future-oriented, Republican Governor. I 
know that Craig Kiser is running for State 
comptroller, and he is an inspiration to us 


We Republicans carry a special burden. 
We must keep faith with those young 
people I spoke about a moment ago. In- 
stead of looking—or lowering their expecta- 
tions, we want them to dream great 
dreams. America’s best days do lie ahead. 
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By doing what we’re doing, we’re making 
certain of that. 

And if any of you here are of the other 
party and thinking of changing, don’t wait 
and do it as I did. I made up my mind that 
I could no longer support the party that I’d 
belonged to all my adult life, and I cam- 
paigned for Republicans. And I did Republi- 
can fundraisers back when I was in that 
Hollywood world. But I hadn’t gotten 
around to reregistering. And yet the Repub- 
licans began to take me for granted. And 
then one night I was making a speech at a 
Republican fundraiser. And right out in the 
middle of the audience a woman stood up, 
and she said, “Have you reregistered yet?” 
[Laughter] And I said, “No, but I’m going 
to.” She said, “I’m a registrar.” [Laughter] 
She came right down, up here, and I signed 
up. Then I said, “Now, where was I?” 

So, don’t let up. Get with it and send this 
young lady back to Washington where we 
need her so bad. God bless you all. Thank 
you. 


Note: The President spoke at 7:41 p.m. in 
the Versailles Ballroom at the Hotel Inter- 
continental. He remained at the hotel over- 
night. The following day, he traveled to Co- 
lumbia, SC. 

As printed above, the remarks follow the 
White House press release. 


Foreign and Domestic Issues 





Informal Exchange With Reporters. 
July 24, 1986 





Q. ——cooperate with our allies in a 
couple of months with sanctions on South 
Africa? 

The President. We're cooperating on an- 
other account here—agriculture. 

Q. The Secretary of State, sir, seemed to 
suggest yesterday the door is still open. 

The President. We haven’t closed any 
doors. 

Q. Are you willing to make a deal on Star 
Wars with the Soviets, sir? 

Q. Mr. President, Botha loved your 
speech. 
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Q. Mr. President, are you willing to make 
a deal with the Soviets on SDI? 

The President. I'm not going to take any 
questions here on this subject. I will 
just—— 

Q. Is this a bail out, Mr. President? Is this 
a bail out? 

Q. Bail of hay? 

Q. Are you going to do anything else for 
the farmers? Are you going to give them 
any other aid? 

The President. We are trying with every- 
thing we’ve got at our disposal. 

Q. What? 

Q. What else can you do, Mr. President, 
for the farmers? What else? 

The President. As I’ve said, everything 
that our farm program will allow us to do 
we're going to try to do. I may be speaking 
a little bit about that where I’m going. 

Q. You can’t make it rain, can you? 

Q. They want more. 

Q. More rain. 

The President. 1 know it. And if you'll ask 
the same fellow I’m asking, maybe it will 
happen. 

Q. Mr. President, Botha loved your 
speech on South Africa. Do you have a re- 
action for him? 

Q. Did you ever pick any hay when you 
were young? 


Note: The exchange began at 11:28 a.m. at 
the operation site for “Operation Haylift” 
at Columbia Metropolitan Airport, SC. “Op- 
eration Haylift” is the delivery of donated 
forage to drought stricken farm areas in the 
Southeast by U.S. Air Force aircraft. 

As printed above, the exchange follows 
the White House press release. 


Columbia, South Carolina 





Remarks at a Fundraising Luncheon for 
Carroll A. Campbell and Thomas F. 
Hartnett, Republican Candidates for 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor. 
July 24, 1986 





I want you to know that the fellow you 
see standing before you today considers 
himself one lucky man. I’ve been able to 
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visit South Carolina twice in 2 months now. 
[Laughter] And since South Carolina and I 
seem to have something going, would you 
mind if I try to make this a regular thing? 
[Applause] All right. 

Strom, I thank you for all those kind 
words, and it’s a great honor and pleasure 
for me to be here with those who have 
been introduced at this table. : 

One of the pleasures about coming here 
is that I get to tell stories that folks up in 
Washington don’t always understand, stories 
that might involve, for example, a little 
southern humor. You know, there’s one 
about a Yankee and a southerner—since I 
come from the West, you see, this is not 
like telling an ethnic story. I can tell it with- 
out getting in trouble with either side. But 
it seems these two were driving along 
Interstate 20 just outside Columbia when 
they had a little accident. And they both 
pulled their cars over and got out. And sure 
enough, they started to argue about whose 
fault it was. And then the southerner no- 
ticed that the Yankee looked a little pale, 
went to his trunk and pulled out a bottle 
that looked potent and says, “Here, you 
have a swallow of this. I think it will steady 
your nerves.” The Yankee took one swig, 
and it did calm him right down. So, he took 
another, and then two or three more. And 
finally, he stopped and said, “Say, aren’t 
you going to have some?” “No,” the south- 
erner answered, “I think I’ll just stand here 
and wait for the police.” [Laughter] 

Now, I’ve come to Columbia on serious 
business, but first I want you to know that 
these last couple of days we’ve been doing 
the kind of thing that I like best: getting 
away from Washington and getting out 
among the American people. As Don 
Regan! said to me when we got on the 
plane yesterday, he said, “Leaving the belt- 
way; now we’re going out where the real 
people are.” Well, yesterday it was Texas 
and Florida, and Senator Paula Hawkins 
there. And today, it’s a land of mountains 
and plains and broad, sandy beaches; of 
people who look to the future with confi- 
dence and to the past with pride. Texas and 
Florida were just grand, and yet nothing 


1 Assistant to the President and Chief of 
Staff. 
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could be finer than to be in Carolina. And I 
know I shouldn’t say this, but I ain’t whist- 
lin’ Dixie. [Laughter] 

Yours is a State with a long and vivid 
history, but no part of that history is more 
exciting than the present. Attracting indus- 
try from around the world, South Carolina 
is undergoing an expansion. From the 
mountain country of Greenville and Spar- 
tanburg to the port city of Charleston to 
the capital here in Columbia, your economy 
is becoming richly varied and diverse. In 
education scores are going up. And South 
Carolina, always renowned for its past, has 
become famous, as well, as a State of oppor- 
tunity, a State of the future. 

Even when times were tough, you show 
your mettle. And today South Carolina’s 
farmers are suffering from drought, as are 
farmers throughout the. Southeast. The 
drought is reaching tragic proportions. The 
drought is one of the worst of the century, 
and I want you to know that our adminis- 
tration stands ready to help. 

I’ve sent a Federal team to South Caroli- 
na and other States to assess the situation. 
I’ve directed Secretary of Agriculture Lyng 
to provide farmers affected by the drought 
with emergency assistance. He'll hold a 
press conference in Washington today to 
describe the details of the help that we’re 
going to provide here in South Carolina and 
in those other States. 

You should know as well that help of an 
immediate kind has already begun to 
arrive. We directed Air Force planes to 
take part in “Operation Haylift,” flying in 
forage donated by farmers in Iowa, Indiana, 
Illinois, and Missouri. And that is pretty typ- 
ical of this land of ours, isn’t it. I believe 
there was a time in your past when that 
kind of help went the other way—from this 
State. 

In addition, private railroad lines and 
truckers have begun donating transporta- 
tion in growing numbers, bringing in still 
more of the hay that’s so badly needed. Just 
moments ago I was at the airport where 
some of that hay is, as you’ve been told, 
being airlifted in. On the faces of those 
South Carolina farmers—what dignity and 
what determination, to stick it out until 
better days. I said in Texas yesterday that it 
isn’t just patriotism that’s back in style, it’s 
words like hope and vision and future. And 
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today I’d like to add a new word: together. 
Americans are together again, helping each 
other as we used to. Indeed, recently there 
was an article in a Washington paper that 
suggested the “me” decade of the seventies 
has been replaced by the “we” decade of 
the eighties. And nowhere is that truer than 
here in South Carolina. My friends, in good 
times and bad, you’ve been doing America 
proud. 

And now it’s only right for me to recog- 
nize some of the South Carolinians who 
make this State so great. Permit me to 
begin with a man who’s held statewide 
office in South Carolina since before most 
South Carolinians were born. He has a spe- 
cial place in my heart because he’s one of 
the few people in Washington who calls me 
Junior—{/aughter|—the senior Senator from 
South Carolina, the President pro tempore 
of the Senate, and one of the preeminent 
figures in the life of our nation—Strom 
Thurmond. 

There is Congressman Floyd Spence, who 
is an outstanding member of the South 
Carolina delegation in Washington. There’s 
State Senator Arthur Ravenel, running for 
Congress down in the lst district. There’s 
Bill Workman, mayor of Greenville and 
candidate for Congress in the 4th district. 
And there’s Henry McMaster, your nomi- 
nee for the United States Senate. 

And to give you some idea of how much I 
value Henry, he was my appointee for U.S. 
Attorney here in South Carolina. And 
Henry proved instrumental in our drug en- 
forcement effort. In fact, his “Operation 
Jackpot” was one of the first major break- 
throughs in our war on drugs. Now Henry’s 
in a contest that will help determine wheth- 
er Republicans retain control of the Senate 
or lose it to the other party. 

And could I give you an answer to— 
sometimes people bring up, in all this great 
system of ours, which is replete with checks 
and balances, I’ve heard people at times 
suggest that, well, isn’t that one of them to 
have a Senator from one party and a Sena- 
tor from the other? No. If you like what 
Strom Thurmond’s doing, why should you 
send a Senator up there to cancel his vote? 

And if you want to know how important 
that is, ask yourself: Who would you rather 
see as chairman of the Senate Judiciary 
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Committee when it comes time to appoint 
Federal judges—Strom Thurmond or a lib- 
eral like Joseph Biden or Ted Kennedy? 
Henry McMaster’s race could make just that 
difference. We’re that close with regard to 
holding our majority. And I know you want 
to join me in showing Henry that he has 
our heartfelt support. [Applause] 

And getting to that serious business I 
mentioned, I think you know that I’ve 
come here today to say a few words about 
the next Governor and Lieutenant Gover- 
nor of South Carolina. And I believe you 
have a pretty good idea that while they’ve 
served in the Congress these two men have 
earned reputations as leaders on Capitol 
Hill and effective Representatives of the 
people of this great State. But you know, 
I’ve been up there in Washington with 
them, sharing the same enthusiasms, brav- 
ing the same battles. I’ve worked with 
them. I’ve seen them under pressure. I’ve 
come to know how they think and feel 
about America. And I just have to tell you 
no Members of the Congress have ever im- 
pressed me more than Congressman Carroll 
Campbell and Congressman Tommy Hart- 
nett. 

And by the way, as I glance over there at 
Carroll and Tommy, I can’t help thinking of 
the phrase the newspapers are using to de- 
scribe them. And I have a feeling that ev- 
eryone here will agree with me when I say 
the newspapers are right: Carroll Campbell 
and Tommy Hartnett are more than a good 
ticket; they’re the “dream ticket.” 

But in telling you about Carroll and 
Tommy, permit me to describe what all 
three of us have been working so hard up 
in Washington to accomplish. 

First, there’s the economy. Back in the 
years when we were first elected, the 
American economy was in the worst mess 
since the Great Depression. Taxes were 
rising. Inflation stood in double digits. Inter- 
est rates were soaring at the highest levels 
in more than a century. Unemployment 
was high and rising. And growth in our 
economy had ground to a virtual halt. 

Those who believed in big government 
blamed the people. Carroll, Tommy, and I 
believed in you, the people. We blamed big 
government, not you. 

To get big government off your backs 
and out of your pockets, we slowed govern- 


ment growth; we slashed needless regula- 
tions and enacted across-the-board personal 
income tax cut of nearly 25 percent. Then 
we indexed taxes, making it impossible for 
inflation to push you into higher tax brack- 
ets anymore. 

Critics dubbed this plan, as you’ve been 
told, Reaganomics and predicted economic 
ruin. They seemed to say, “Just wait, the 
sky will fall.” Well, something fell all right, 
but it happened to be interest rates and 
inflation. 

And today inflation has fallen from more 
than 12 percent to under 2. And for the last 
few months it has been less than 0, while 
the prime rate of interest has plummeted 
from more than 20 percent to about 8 per- 
cent. We’ve seen 3% years of economic 
growth. We’ve seen the creation of more 
than 10 million new jobs. That’s more new 
jobs than Western Europe and Japan put 
together have created in the last 10 years. 
And thanks in large measure to our decon- 
trol of oil, we’ve seen energy prices tumble, 
including the price you pay for gas. And 
isn’t it good to pull into the station today 
and watch the gallons on the pump add up 
faster than the dollars. 

Well, you know, all of those things—I 
could tell it was working, the whole idea, 
when they stopped calling it Reaganomics. 
[Laughter] 

But in the midst of this expansion, certain 
sectors of our economy have lagged 
behind—for instance, farming and indus- 
tries that are sensitive to imports. I pledge 
to you that I will not rest until every area of 
our country and every sector of our econo- 
my shares in the national prosperity. Now, 
sometimes Carroll and Tommy and I differ 
on how to help those hardest hit, but we 
agree they must be helped. And I assure 
you, we’re in complete accord on our fun- 
damental approach: not more government, 
more economic growth. 

Today Carroll and Tommy are helping 
with the effort to promote growth by giving 
our nation comprehensive tax reform, a 
reform that would enable some 8 out of 10 
Americans to pay taxes of 15 percent or less 
and make the entire system simpler and 
fairer. 

Now, I think you already know what I 
mean when I say the Tax Code needs to be 
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cleaned up. But if you’ll permit me, I'd like 
you to listen to something. I want to read 
from the Internal Revenue Code. This is 
just one sentence at the end of one provi- 
sion, the last sentence of section 509A of 
the code: “For purposes of paragraph 3, an 
organization described in paragraph 2 shall 
be deemed to include an organization de- 
scribed in section 501C 4, 5, or 6 which 
would be described in paragraph 2 if it 
were an organization described in section 
501G 3.” [Laughter] 

Now we have the opportunity to scrap 
this Tax Code that’s smothering us with 
high taxes and endless complexities and re- 
place it with one that actually promotes 
fairness and economic growth. 

Now, I realize in the tax reform package 
it doesn’t get after these things within that 
program, such as I’ve just read. We started 
out in 1913 with 16 words in the amend- 
ment that created the income tax. Today it 
takes a shelf 57 feet long to hold all the 
books of the Internal Revenue Code and 
the regulations and so forth pertaining to 
that tax. Now, as I say, doing away with the 
57 feet of books isn’t contained in the pro- 
gram. But that tax reform program will 
make it possible for us to get in there and 
start weeding out and thinning out things 
like this, so that April 15th won’t be the 
miserable day that it is for all of us right 
now. 

As I said recently in Alabama, the Ameri- 
can people need only consider the prospect 
to say to themselves, “Hot darn.” That’s all 
I’m allowed to say. You know what I mean. 
[Laughter] 

In addition to taking part in this econom- 
ic restoration, Carroll and Tommy have lent 
unstinting and stalwart support to the re- 
building of our nation’s defenses. With their 
help, we’ve taken the Navy from fewer 
than 480 battle-ready ships to more than 
540—well on the way to our goal of 600. 
We've provided new and better equipment 
throughout the services. And we’ve seen 
morale among our men and women in uni- 
form surge as we’ve given them the pay 
and the training that they deserve. 

You know, of all the things that go with 
this job, I’m more proud of the young men 
and women in uniform in our country today 
than of anything else. You might be inter- 
ested to know that they have the highest 
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level of intelligence ever in the history of 
our military. We have the highest percent- 
age of high school graduates than ever in 
the history of the military; even when, in 
those times of stress, we’ve resorted to the 
draft. Here we are with an all volunteer 
military, and they have reached that high 
level. 

You know, you in South Carolina have 
always treated the armed services with 
esteem, even when other regions in the 
country thought it was somehow unstylish 
or old-fashioned. And isn’t it good to have 
the entire nation join you once again in 
treating our men and women in uniform 
with respect. I get letters from them every 
once in a while, and I don’t even bother to 
put them in a file. I put them in the drawer 
of my desk so I can keep looking at them 
every once in a while. 

One youngster with the marine—or with 
the submarine division—and he wrote me. 
And his one line that closed it—he said, 
“We might not be the biggest navy in the 
world anymore; we’re just the best.” 

Something else, I just have to believe it 
will be one long stretch before any nickel- 
and-dime dictator or terrorist chooses to 
tangle with the United States of America. 

And now, I served as a Governor myself 
for 8 years, and I can tell you that the 
experience your next Governor has gained 
up in Washington will serve him well—very 
well—here in South Carolina. Through four 
terms in Congress, Carroll has demonstrat- 
ed his belief in lean and efficient govern- 
ment. And you can be sure he'll carry that 
belief with him from Washington to Colum- 
bia. Through four terms, Carroll has shown 
his dedication to economic growth, again. 
He'll carry that dedication from Washington 
to Columbia, keeping taxes low; attracting 
new businesses and industry; and providing 
new incentives to work, save, and invest. 

In the Congress, Carroll has come to un- 
derstand the importance of education to all 
that we as a nation hope to achieve, espe- 
cially to economic growth. And so it is that 
here in South Carolina Carroll has made 
excellence in education a centerpiece in 
this gubernatorial campaign. And in sup- 
porting tax reform in the Congress, Carroll 
has manifested a willingness to take sweep- 
ing and dramatic action, a willingness he 
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can put to good use when the “dream 
ticket” becomes the “dream team.” 

You know, there’s a certain quality the 
people of South Carolina set in—set store 
in, I should say, just as surely today as you 
have throughout your history. It must be 
the most important quality a man in public 
life can have, and it’s what this gubernatori- 
al contest is all about. The quality is leader- 
ship. I want you to know that the man lead- 
ing your ticket, the man it’s been my privi- 
lege to work with throughout my adminis- 
tration, has again and again proven himself 
a public servant of foresight, integrity, pa- 
triotism, and courage. In short, Carroll 
Campbell is just what the great State of 
South Carolina needs and deserves: a 
leader. 

Carroll’s told me about his plans for South 
Carolina, and it reminds me of all we did 
back when I was Governor of California. 
Incidentally, Carroll, I can’t resist telling you 
that some things happened—when I 
became Governor, the situation in Califor- 
nia at that time was just about what it was 
in Washington in 1980. And a few months 
after I'd been there, and every day some- 
body coming at me with a new problem— 
and one day on the way into the office I 
had a disc jockey on the car radio—was 
listening to him—and then, between 
records, he piped up with something that— 
he won my heart. Out of a clear blue sky, I 
heard this fellow say, “Every man should 
take unto himself a wife, because sooner or 
later something’s going to happen that you 
can’t blame on the Governor.” [Laughter] 

Carroll’s also pointed out that when I was 
running for President this last time and he 
was my State chairman, his opponent in this 
race served as the principal spokesman for 
that other fellow. Sort of looks as though 
what’s shaping up here in South Carolina is 
a replay of the contest between Reagan and 
Mondale. Carroll, just go easy on him. 
[Laughter] 

But I say this only half in jest. You see, 
this race in South Carolina has national im- 
portance. It pits the new against the old, trust 
in the people against belief in big govern- 
ment, the sound values of the people of this 
State against the schemes and social pro- 
grams of the liberal Democratic leadership. 


And I emphasize that leadership. I know 
that I couldn’t be in a room in South Caroli- 
na with this many people that there 
weren’t others in here, like myself, who 
were Democrats and switched. I know also 
that there’re probably some in here who 
are still Democrats. And that’s fine. Because 
I don’t know whether you’re aware that a 
political science study was made not too 
long ago about the two political parties and 
what has happened. 

First they checked on all of the delegates 
to the two national conventions—and 
seeing them as the leaders of their two par- 
ties. And then they checked them against 
very solid issues of the day and found that 
those leaders of the two parties were polls 
apart. Then they checked the rank and file 
membership of the Democratic and Repub- 
lican Parties across the Nation and found 
the rank and file membership of the two 
parties were virtually identical and that the 
rank and file Democrats—good, patriotic 
citizens in this country—were way out of 
step with the leadership that has somehow 
gotten control of that once great party. 

I mentioned a moment ago that yesterday 
we were in Texas and Florida. And not long 
before that I spoke in Alabama, and before 
that in New Jersey. And everywhere I’ve 
gone, I’ve seen something that touched me, 
something that gives heart to all of us who 
can still remember the self-doubt, the weak- 
ness abroad and at home, that marked so 
much of the sixties and the seventies. And I 
see it here today in Carolina. Call it confi- 
dence, self-assurance, what you will. It’s a 
renewed understanding that, for all our 
faults, ours is a nation of goodness and 
greatness; that despite our mistakes in the 
world, we’ve stood for human freedom with 
greater consistency and courage than any 
other nation in history; that if only we have 
faith, if only we look not to government but 
to ourselves, we can build upon this eco- 
nomic expansion to create a new and last- 
ing era of prosperity. Now, come to think of 
it, what I’ve seen has a name. It’s called 
patriotism. 

This new confidence and energy, this 
new patriotism, is what Carroll and Tommy 
and I’ve been working in Washington to 
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achieve. And now Carroll and Tommy want 
to rarry on their work here at home. And 
my friends, let’s help them win one—win 
one for you and for South Carolina and, if 
you won’t throw me out for this, win one 
for the Gipper. [Laughter] 

Well, now it’s time for some of us here to 
head back to Washington. You can’t leave 
that place alone too long, you know. 
[Laughter] But before we go, there’s just 
one thing I have to mention. When I visited 
South Carolina back in 1980, it was my 
birthday. And today it’s that special day for 
someone else. Happy Birthday, Carroll 
Campbell. 

Thank you. God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:44 p.m. at 
the University of South Carolina Coliseum. 
In his opening remarks, he referred to Sena- 
tor Strom Thurmond. 

Prior to the luncheon, the President at- 
tended a reception for major donors to the 
candidates’ campaign. Following the lunch- 
eon, he returned to Washington, DC. 


White House Office 





Appointment of William A. Cockell, Jr., as 
Deputy Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs (Defense Policy). 
July 25, 1986 





The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of William A. Cockell, Jr., to be 
Deputy Assistant to the President for Na- 
tional Security Affairs (Defense Policy). 

Mr. Cockell is currently serving as 
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Re- 
search and Engineering. Previously he was 
an active naval duty officer, retiring in the 
grade of rear admiral on January 1, 1986. 
While with the Navy, he served in Washing- 
ton and on major staffs in Europe and the 
Pacific in a variety of positions dealing with 
strategic planning, politico-military affairs, 
and arms control matters. He was a Special 
Assistant to the Chief of Naval Operations 
(CNO) and Director of the CNO Executive 


Panel, 1973-1975; and Executive Assistant 
to the CNO, 1978-1981. Recent operational 
assignments included command of a Pacific 
fleet cruiser-destroyer group; command of 
the surface combatant force, U.S. 7th Fleet; 
and command of the U.S.S. New Jersey 
battle group during the battleship’s first 
western Pacific deployment following re- 
commissioning. Immediately prior to his re- 
tirement, he headed the Pacific Fleet Train- 
ing Command, headquartered in San Diego. 

Mr. Cockell is a graduate of Ohio State 
University (B.A., 1950), Columbia University 
(M.A. and certificate of the Russian Insti- 
tute, 1952), and the University of Michigan 
Law School (J.D., 1959). He is a member of 
the Michigan Bar and currently lives in Ar- 
lington, VA. He was born on August 12, 
1929. 


Department of Commerce 





Nomination of Louis F. Laun To Be an 
Assistant Secretary (International Economic 
Policy). July 25, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Louis F. Laun to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce (Interna- 
tional Economic Policy). He would succeed 
Joseph F. Dennin. 

Since March 1986 Mr. Laun has been 
Deputy Assistant Secretary, U.S. Foreign & 
Commercial Service, Operations Division, 
Department of Commerce. Previously, he 
was president, American Paper Institute, 
Inc., 1977-1986; Deputy Administrator, 
1973-1977, and Associate Administrator, 
1973, with the U.S. Small Business Adminis- 
tration; a management consultant to several 
textile and chemical companies, 1971-1972; 
and president, Celanese Fibers Marketing 
Co., 1960-1971. 

Mr. Laun graduated from Yale University 
(B.A., 1942). He is married, has three chil- 
dren, and resides in Washington, DC. Mr. 
Laun was born May 19, 1920, in Battle 
Creek, MI. 
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United States Ambassador to the Ivory 
Coast 


Board for International Food and 
Agricultural Development 





Nomination of Dennis Kux. July 25, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Dennis Kux, of New York, 
a career member of the Senior Foreign 
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, as Am- 
bassador to the Republic of Ivory Coast. He 
succeeds Robert Hopkins Miller. 

Mr. Kux entered the Foreign Service in 
1955 and first served as an economic officer 
in the trade agreements division of the 
Bureau of Economic Affairs and then the 
fuels division. He went to Karachi, Pakistan, 
as an economic officer and second secre- 
tary, 1957-1959. Mr. Kux was then assigned 
to the American Consulate General in 
Madras, India, as a commercial and consular 
officer from 1960 to 1962. He returned to the 
Department in 1962 to become the Nepal 
desk officer in the Office of South Asian 
Affairs. From 1964 to 1966, he was a per- 
sonnel assignments officer in the Bureau of 
Personnel, and in 1966 became political of- 
ficer and second secretary at our Embassy 
in Bonn, Germany. From Bonn he went to 
Islamabad, Pakistan, as political officer and 
first secretary, 1969-1971. From 1971 to 
1972, Mr. Kux was a student at the US. 
Army War College. He became the Indian 
desk officer in the Bureau of the Near East 
and South Asian Affairs in 1972, followed by 
country director for India, Nepal, and Sri 
Lanka, »1974-1977. He then attended the 
Senior Seminar for a year at the Foreign 
Service Institute. In 1978 he served as Polit- 
ical Counselor at our Embassy in Ankara, 
Turkey, returning to the Department in 
1980 to become Deputy assistant Secretary 
for Coordination in the Bureau of Intelli- 
gence and Research. Since 1984 he has 
been Deputy Director for Management Op- 
erations in the Department. 

He graduated from Lafayette College 
(A.B., 1952) and the Fletcher School of Law 
and Diplomacy (M.A., 1955). He served in 
the U.S. Army, 1952-1954. His foreign lan- 
guages are French, German, Urdu, Tamil, 
and Turkish. He was born August 11, 1931, 
in London, England. 


Appointment of Leonard H.O. Spearman as 
a Member. July 25, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Leonard H.O. Spearman to 
be a member of the Board for International 
Food and Agricultural Development for a 
term of 3 years. He would succeed Benja- 
min F, Payton. 

For the past 6 years Dr. Spearman has 
been president of Texas Southern Universi- 
ty in Houston. In June of this year he com- 
pleted his tenure as president and assumed 
the position of distinguished professor of 
psychology at the university. Previously, he 
was with the U.S. Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare from 1970 to 1980 as 
Director, Division of Student Services, Asso- 
ciate Commissioner for Student Assistance, 
Acting Deputy Commissioner for Higher 
Education, and Associate Deputy Commis- 
sioner for Higher Education. 

Dr. Spearman graduated from Florida 
A&M University (B.S., 1947) and the Uni- 
versity of Michigan (M.A, 1950; Ph.D., 
1960). He is married, has three children, 
and resides in Houston, TX. Dr. Spearman 
was born July 8, 1929, in Tallahassee, FL. 


National Graduate Fellows Program 
Fellowship Board 





Appointment of Two Members. 
July 25, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint the following individuals to 
be members of the National Graduate Fel- 
lows Program Fellowship Board: 


Robert A. Huttenback, of California, for a term 
of 2 years. This is a new position. Dr. Hutten- 
back has been chancellor of the University of 
California at Santa Barbara since 1977. Previ- 
ously, he was chairman, division of humanities 
and social sciences, 1972-1977; and dean of stu- 
dents, 1969-1972; at the California Institute of 
Technology. He graduated from the University 
of California at Los Angeles (B.A., 1951; Ph.D., 
1959) and the School of Oriental and African 
Studies, University of London, 1957. He is mar- 
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ried, has one child, and resides in Santa Bar- 
bara, CA. Dr. Huttenback was born March 8, 
1928, in Frankfurt, Germany. 

William A. Seavey, of California, for a term of 6 
years. This is a new position. Mr. Seavey is an 
attorney in private practice in San Francisco. 
Previously, he was a partner with the firm of 
Davis, Stafford, Kellman and Fenwick. Mr. 
Seavey graduated from Princeton University 
(A.B., 1952), Harvard University (LL.B., 1955), 
and the Institute of International Studies, 
Geneva, Switzerland (Ph.D., 1970). He is mar- 
ried, has five children, and resides in Pied- 
mont, CA. Mr. Seavey was born August 28, 
1930, in Los Angeles, CA. 


American Legion’s Boys Nation 





Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Members. July 25, 1986 





The President. Good afternoon, and wel- 
come to the White House. And greetings to 
Mylio Kraja, executive director of the 
American Legion; to General Thomas Tur- 
nage, our VA Administrator; to the direc- 
tor of Boys Nation, Marty Justis; president 
Gregory Orman, of Minnesota; and to your 
new vice president, Patrick Ungashick, of 
Missouri; and to a Boys Nation institution, 
“Casey” Cason. By the way, does he still 
play Reveille on the trombone? [Laughter] 
I suppose it’s only fitting, because after all, 
as far as I’m concerned, he’s still young 
enough to call me Junior. [Laughter] 

For a few years, we allowed our leaders 
to forget what a great and creative people 
we Americans are. And today, as I’ve said 
before on a number of occasions, today 
America is back. 

And the future rests not in big, imperson- 
al forces, but with us, in our own choices 
and actions as a people. In all the long his- 
tory of mankind, no nation has ever afford- 
ed its people greater liberty or depended 
more for its very survival upon their own 
diligence than our own. And you young 
gentlemen, in this land of the free, you only 
have to reach for greatness to attain it. 

There was a Frenchman more than a cen- 
tury ago, came to this country—already 
abroad they had seen the great progress 
that this young nation was making. And he 
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came here, and he went back. His name 
was de Tocqueville, and he wrote a book 
called “Democracy in America.” And 
there’s one line in that that, I guess, has 
been quoted more than any author has ever 
had a line quoted. Because he said that he 
had searched for the greatness of America 
when he was here. He’d looked at our 
teaming harbors. He’d looked at our great 
manufacturing, our farms, and our cities. 
And he said he did not find the secret of 
our greatness. He said it wasn’t until he 
went into the churches of America that he 
found the answer: pulpits aflame with right- 
eousness. And he said, “America is great 
because America is good. And if America 
ever stops being good, America will stop 
being great.” 

Well now, listen, I’m not going to go on 
with a speech anymore. I just welcomed the 
opportunity and thought—I know I’ve only 
got a few minutes out here—but I thought 
that maybe some of you must have at some 
time or other said, “If I had a chance, I'd 
like to ask him... .” And you have a 
chance. There’s a microphone right here in 
front, and if somebody has a question that 
they’d like answered—all right. 

I ought to be able to do some tricks or 
something while they’re getting to the 
microphone. 


Strategic Defense Initiative 


Q. Senator Scott Whitaker, of Colorado. I 
happen to believe personally that our con- 
tinued research and _ technology and 
progress are one of our greatest resources. 
And I realize that at this time that we are 
pursuing the Strategic Defense Initative 
program. However, I also realize that these 
sudden Soviet bargaining attempts to reach 
an agreement usually involve a sacrifice in 
that program, and it seems to be our big- 
gest bargaining chip. And I don’t know if 
that’s their motivation—out of fear of what 
we already know or what is to come. I’m 
wondering, how much are we willing to sac- 
rifice in that program to reach an agree- 
ment? 

The President. Well, | would never let it 
become a bargaining chip in the sense of 
that if they would do something we’d give 
it up and not go forward. Let me just put it 
as simply as I can. And you'll understand, 
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there are a lot of details that—at the 
moment with negotiations to come and so 
forth—that I don’t feel free to say. But I 
have made it plain from the very beginning 
that I believe this concept of a defense 
plan, where today our only defense is deter- 
rence. Our only defense is to say that, “If 
you ever”—to them—“If you ever use those 
missiles on us, we'll blow you up, too, with 
ours.” Well, that’s not very sensible for the 
world sitting—both of us sitting here saying, 
“We'll destroy the world.” So, my feeling 
about the strategic defense is that if and 
when our research reveals there is such a 
credible weapon, or a defensive system, 
that is when we should step forth to the 
world and say that we would be willing to 
use that to get nuclear weapons eliminated 
completely in the world. We would not mo- 
nopolize and use it to give ourselves a first- 
strike capability. We would want it to be 
the cause for eliminating nuclear weapons 
once and for all. 


Soviet General Secretary Gorbachev 


Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. I’m 
Mario Mancuso, from the State of New 
York. And I feel through media exposure 
we tend to get a one dimensional view of 
Mikhail Gorbachev. My question is, Mr. 
President, how—what about Mikhail Gorba- 
chev is real, in your meetings with him? 

The President. 1 think that he, of course, 
has been raised in all of his entire life in 
that system. I think he’s dedicated to the 
system, believes in their system. But I 
think also that he is a modern man in con- 
trast to some that we have dealt with there 
in times past. He realizes that there are 
great economic problems. And I believe 
that he can be dealt with, that he knows 
that there must be some changes if he is to 
resolve some of the problems that are be- 
setting them. And what our great hope is 
with regard to arms reduction—and he is 
the first Russian leader that I know of who 
has ever proposed the actual elimination of 
some of their own nuclear weapons—that 
he believes that, for the sake of their econo- 
my, that it might be in their own interest 
and practical for them to join in reducing 
these great stores of arms and ending an arms 
race, which is so costly to them that it has 
been the principal cause of their economic 
problems. 


But I found him, well, completely differ- 
ent than others that I had dealt with. For 
example—if I could just tell one little inci- 
dent—we were under the impressior{ that if 
we could come back from the Geneva 
summit just with an agreement to have an- 
other summit meeting that the meeting 
would have been a success. And on the very 
first day, just he and I talking, and he men- 
tions something that he wished that I could 
see in Russia. And I said, ““We’ve got a lot of 
things, why, I wish you could see.” I said, 
“Why don’t we agree right now that the 
next summit in 1986 will be in the United 
StatesP You’ve never been there.” And he, 
smilingly, said, “Yes. And you’ve never seen 
in Russia. And in ’87, we'll have the third 
one in the Soviet Union.” Our people 
couldn’t believe that it was settled that 
easily. 

So, I do think that—I realize he’s also got 
problems, though. He’s—just as I have—he’s 
not all alone and able to say this is what 
we're going to do and have everyone in his 
government there agree with him. I think 
he gets some arguments now and then. 

So—yes? 


Tax Reform 


Q. Senator Cook, from North Carolina. 
Yes, Mr. President, what exactly does tax 
reform mean to us, since there’s been so 
much talk about tax reform? 

The President. What does tax reform 
mean to you? I think it means a great deal 
for your future. You remember my prede- 
cessor once calied the income tax system 
the greatest disgrace in our country. Here is 
a law that was passed in 1913, put in the 
Constitution, only 16 words; and it now 
takes a shelf 57 feet long to hold all the tax 
regulations and rules of the Internal Reve- 
nue Code. And that’s why we’ve not only 
needed a Tax Code that is fairer, but a Tax 
Code that is also simpler so that most 
people don’t have to hire legal advice to 
help them make out their tax. 

It’s the only fiduciary thing that you will 
have facing you in your life—or has been 
under the present system—in which some- 
one tells you that you have to figure out 
how much you owe. And even their own 
employees don’t know the rules and regula- 
tions enough to help you. And then if you 
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make a mistake in how much you owe, 
you’ve got to pay a penalty, a fine, and 
maybe interest in order to square yourself. 

And so, what we’re coming up with is a 
tax program that gets back to the beginning 
in which the rates were very low. Put the 
rates down low. And to do that, then, elimi- 
nate many of the numerous loopholes that 
were put in the law because the tax had 
become so unjust and so high. Instead of 
lowering the rates, they’d put in other loop- 
holes and say, “Well, if you spend money on 
this, you don’t have to pay tax on this.” And 
what we created were what we call some 
loopholes in which certain people, and even 
businesses, could figure out ways to avoid 
paying any tax or much tax at all. That 
won't be true in this new tax system when 
it’s adopted. And the rates will be low, and 
it will be fair. 

As a matter of fact, we anticipate that 
about 6 million people at the lowest end of 
the scale will be dropped from the tax rolls 
completely. 

Someone—yes? 


Drug Abuse 


Q. Mr. President, Christopher Ortiz, from 
Michigan. We see drugs as becoming a 
great threat to our nation. What can we do 
to oppose this threat? 

The President. Now, who? Becoming—— 

Q. Drugs—excuse me. Drugs. 

The President. Oh. 

Q. We see drugs becoming a great threat 
to our nation. What can we do? 

The President. You are right. As a matter 
of fact, the American people in a recent 
poll showed that they believe that drugs are 
the number one problem in the United 
States. They put it above nuclear war or the 
desire for peace or unemployment or any- 
thing else. Several times more than that— 
71 percent of the people said our greatest 
problem today is drugs. 

I can tell you now—you know, I’m sure 
that my wife, Nancy, has been out in front 
in what I think is going to have to be the 
answer. We can do everything with law en- 
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forcement that’s possible to try and inter- 
cept the drugs and keep them from coming 
in to be sold. But with a country like ours 
and borders as great as ours and the sea- 
coasts and all, there’s no way, no matter 
what efforts we do, that we can totally shut 
off the supply of drugs to those who want 
them. 

So, the real answer is going to have to be: 
Let’s turn the customers off. Let’s persuade 
the customers to abandon the drugs. And 
as a matter of fact, we, right now, are in the 
midst of talking a plan. There’s a great deal 
going on. And as you know, the organiza- 
tion is nationwide now among young 
people and children, of “Just Say No.” And 
that came out of an answer to a question 
that Nancy gave in Oakland, California, 
speaking to young people like yourselves. 

And someone had asked a question about 
what could they do. And she said, “Just say, 
no.” Well, now there’s a nationwide organi- 
zation young people belong to, called “Just 
Say No.” But we are, right now, planning a 
nationwide effort to go at this program 
mainly from the—we’ll continue the effort 
to cut them off—the drugs—but to go at 
this from the standpoint of persuading you 
that it is in your best interest to “Just Say 
No” to drugs. 

Ms. Maseng.' Mr. President, I’m afraid 
we have time for only one more question. 

The President. One more question. All 
right. There. Sorry. You can see I’m not 
really the boss around here, I—{/aughter}—— 


POW’s and MIA’s 


Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I’m Robert 
Tarkoff, from the great State of California. 
And I’d like to ask you about the recent 
POW-MIA controversy. Do you feel, in your 
opinion, that the Southeast Asian Govern- 
ments are making an honest effort to find 
any remaining, living POW’s that we may 
have there from the Vietnam war? 


'Mari Maseng is Deputy Assistant to the 
President and Director of the Office of Pub- 


lic Liaison. 


The President. 1 have to tell you that I 
believe they’ve come further than they 
ever have before. We have had meetings 
with the Vietnam Government now about 
this, and apparently there is better coopera- 
tion than we’ve ever had. But we, at the 
same time, are making every effort that we 
can when there is a report, as you so often 
get, and someone says they’ve seen some- 
one or they’ve seen prisoners here or 
there—we still go out of our way to track 
those down and find out the truth about it. 
And we're going to continue everything 
that we can do, not only in meeting with 
them, but in this same thing, to track down 
and find—get the final story on the missing 
in action and the former POW’s. 

This isn’t the first war where this has hap- 
pened. The other wars in the past—as some 
of the gentlemen who sponsor this thing 
that brings you to Washington know—in 
wars past there have—well, that’s why we 
have a grave to the Unknown Soldier— 
never been identified in our past wars. 

But it is true that there has been—they 
were refusing to give us information, and 
more and more they have at least been 
providing us with the information on the 
missing and those that can be identified as 
dead. But we're still going to keep on in the 
event—so far, we have never been able to 
track down evidence when reports have 
been made of actual, remaining, living 
POW’s still held there. But when we're 
tracking down every lead that we get to be 
sure that that is so. And if there are some 
left, we'll do whatever’s necessary to bring 
them back. 

I’m sorry that I can’t take some more 
here. I shouldn’t have talked so long at first. 
But I want to, again—I’ve been familiar 
with this particular program for a long 
time. I’m grateful to the American Legion 
for sponsoring it, and I hope that you found 
it productive and haven’t been too bewil- 
dered here in the puzzle palaces on the 
Potomac. [Laughter] Sometimes those of us 
who are here all the time get a little bewil- 
dered. But there are a lot of people trying 
very hard to make things right. 
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God bless all of you. Thank you for being 
here. 


Note: The President spoke at 1 p.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. 

As printed above, the remarks follow the 
White House press release. 


Presidential Response to Soviet Arms 
Control Proposals 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President. July 25, 1986 





President Reagan on July 25, 1986, re- 
sponded to recent Soviet arms control pro- 
posals in a private letter to General Secre- 
tary Gorbachev. The President is hopeful 
that the ideas he has put forward in this 
letter will continue the process of building a 
firm basis for progress in a number of criti- 
cal areas. 

The President finds his exchange of cor- 
respondence with General Secretary Gorba- 
chev to be of great value in the search for 
understanding between our two countries. 
We hope that our efforts will produce 
agreement not only in arms control but in 
the other important regional and bilateral 
issues that too often are sources of tensions 
between the United States and the Soviet 
Union. It is our policy to eliminate, where 
possible, these sources of tension. 

The United States remains committed to 
the objective of significant reductions on of- 
fensive nuclear weapons, long-range strate- 
gic missiles, and intermediate nuclear 
forces. We look upon the energetic research 
effort of our government toward finding a 
defense against these weapons of mass de- 
struction to be an essential part of the task 
of reducing the effectiveness and the very 
need for these offensive weapons. 

The prospects for progress on the array of 
U.S.-Soviet issues are enhanced by conduct- 
ing a confidential dialog; therefore, we will 
not comment on the content of the Presi- 
dent’s letter. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





July 21 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—members of the Ronald Reagan Presi- 
dential Foundation, for lunch; 

—Senate Majority Leader Robert Dole, 
Senator Richard G. Lugar of Indiana, 
and Senator Nancy L. Kassebaum of 
Kansas, to discuss U.S. policy toward 
South Africa. 


July 22 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—members of the White House staff; 
—Dr. Thomas O. Paine, Chairman of the 
National Commission on Space, to re- 
ceive the Commission’s annual report. 
In the evening, the President hosted a 
reception for Members of Congress in the 
Residence at the White House. 


July 25 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—members of the White House staff; 
—Jacques Chaban-Delmas, President of 
the National Assembly of France; 
—the Domestic Policy Council, to discuss 
drug policy; 
—the Vice President, for lunch; 
—Secretary of State George P. Shultz. 
In the afternoon, the President left the 
White House for a weekend stay at Camp 
David, MD. 
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Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted July 22 


James Edward Nolan, Jr., 

of Maryland, to be Director of the Office of 
Foreign Missions, with the rank of Ambassa- 
dor (new position). 


H. Robert Heller, 

of California, to be a member of the Board 
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System 
for the unexpired term of 14 years from 
February 1, 1982, vice Preston Martin, re- 
signed. 


Robert Hollander, 

of New Jersey, to be a member of the Na- 
tional Council on the Humanities for a term 
expiring January 26, 1992, vice Roland Paul 
Dille, term expired. 


Thomas R. Blank, 
of Delaware, to be an Assistant Administra- 
tor of the Agency for International Devel- 





opment, vice Cathryn C. Semerad, re- 
signed. 

Checklist 

of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released July 21 


Fact sheet: 
U.S.-South Korea trade policy 


Checklist—Continued 


Released July 22 


Statement: 

Real gross national product growth for the 
second quarter of 1986—by Larry M. 
Speakes, Principal Deputy Press Secretary 
to the President 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on real gross national product 
growth for the second quarter of 1986—by 
Beryl W. Sprinkel, Chairman of the Council 
of Economic Advisers 


Advance text: 
Remarks to members of the World Affairs 
Council and the Foreign Policy Association 


Released July 23 


Advance text: 


Remarks at a Clements for Governor rally 
in Dallas, TX 


Advance text: 


Remarks at a GOP welcome rally in Miami, 
FL 
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Checklist—Continued 
Released July 23—Continued 


Advance text: 

Remarks at a reception for donors to the 
Hawkins for U.S. Senate campaign in 
Miami, FL 

Statement: 

Consumer Price Index for June—by Larry 
M. Speakes, Principal Deputy Press Secre- 
tary to the President 


July 24 


Advance text: 

Remarks at a fundraising luncheon for the 
Campbell and Hartnett campaigns in Co- 
lumbia, SC 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Note: No acts approved by the President 
were received by the Office of the Federal 
Register during the period covered by this 
issue. 
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